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The Indiana Audubon Field Trips Committee is continuing field trips, while 

adhering to the most up to date health and safety recommendations.  To comply 

with CDC guidelines all field trips will follow the following restrictions:

• All IAS trip participants must pre-register in advance for upcoming field trips

• All IAS 2021 Field Trips are limited to 15 participants

• All participants must utilize facial covering and/or social distancing during any field trip

• All non-related participants should plan on traveling separately 
rather than carpool during multiple location trips

JUNE 12: Limberlost Swamp Field Trip, #21in21 series- FULL [Wabash Township]
JUNE 19: Lincoln State Park Summer Field Trip, #21in21 series [Lincoln City]
JUNE 26: Whitewater Memorial State Park Field Trip, #21in21 series [Liberty]
JULY 24: McCormick's Creek Field Trip- FULL, #21in21 series [Spencer]
JULY 31: Hummingbird Migration Celebration [Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary, Connersville]
AUGUST 7: Lakefront Shorebirds Field Trip, #21in21 series- FULL [Gary]
AUGUST 21: Birds & Butterflies Photography Field Trip, #21in21 series [Mary Gray 
Bird Sanctuary, Connersville]

Visit the Indiana Audubon Events Page at WWW.INDIANAAUDUBON.ORG/EVENTS to 
see all the field trips and events now posted for registration.  These trips will fill fast!
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The Indiana Audubon Hummingbird Migration Celebration at Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary 
is back for 2021!  Join us on Saturday, July 31 for a return of the many great activities and 
events that has made this event so popular.   Expect live birds of prey, great presentations, 
bird hikes, and of course hummingbird banding up close again this year.  

HUMMINGBIRD MIGR ATION CELEBR ATION
RETURNS!

VISIT INDIANAAUDUBON.ORG/EVENTS TO LEARN MORE 
AND REGISTER IN JUNE!

Help save the shrike! Indiana Audubon, in partnership with the Division of Fish and Wildlife and the Loggerhead Shrike Working Group 
have teamed up to help provide shrubs for shrikes in the Adopt a Shrike Program again in 2021.

The loggerhead shrike is a state endangered species that has experienced precipitous declines in recent years. In the late 1980s, 
Indiana’s Loggerhead Shrike population consisted of nearly one hundred breeding pairs. Ongoing monitoring efforts now identify fewer 
than ten breeding pairs annually in the entire state. Habitat loss due to changes in land use is likely a contributing factor, as much of the 
grassland habitat in their historical range has been developed or converted to large scale agriculture.

Remaining shrike breeding pairs now tend to occupy small farms with overgrazed pasture, barbed 
wire fences, and nest bushes. Overgrazed pastures produce bare ground, which provides ideal 
hunting conditions for shrikes who need to spot and capture prey on the ground, but little 
nesting trees and shrubs.  The DNR’s current efforts are working to provide shrike nesting habitat 
by focusing on nest bushes and shrubs along fencerows.  In helping with this initiative, IAS and 
the DNR Division of Fish and Wildlife Non-Game Program is teaming up for the Adopt a Shrike 
program. Donors will receive a special adoption certificate highlighting the shrike research and 
conservation being done, an annual report detailing all the year’s shrike banding efforts, and 
a commemorative “Never met a shrike I didn’t like” T-shirt.  New in 2021 are new shrike shirts!  
Each adoption is $50  for a short-sleeve shirt or $60 for a long-sleeve shirt and can be purchased 
through the IAS Online Store.

ADOPT A SHRIKE IN 2021

Adopt a shrike and get the new long-sleeved shirts at 
INDIANAAUDUBON.ORG/ADOPT-A-SHRIKE

Did you attend this year’s Indiana Dunes Birding Festival?  We’d love to hear from you about 
your experiences at this year’s event. Take the short survey at TINYURL.COM/YZ6RV8E4

INDIANA DUNES BIRDING FESTIVAL SURVEY
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MASON AWARD ANNOUNCED AT 
SPRING GATHERING

Learn more about the IAS Awards and how to nominate at 
INDIANAAUDUBON.ORG/ABOUT-US

Alan Bruner was honored at the IAS Spring Gathering at Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary on May 1 
for over 30 years of dedication to Indiana Audubon projects and initiatives.  As a self-taught 
birder, Alan has kept extensive notes on his sightings near his home by Shades State Park. Alan 
has been involved with the Records Committee, Field Trip Committee, and has been a source 
of birdiing inspiration and mentorship over the years. IAS is proud to honor Alan as this year’s 
Mason award winner. 

It is not too uncommon to find an injured bird that may need medical attention. This 
information is to help you identify the problem, not necessarily resolve it. It is always 
our goal to avoid separating a bird from its family and/or native habitat.  In many cases, 
the mother may be feeding away from a nest and the bird is better left where it is 
found. But in some cases, this cannot be avoided. If the bird is sick or injured (bleeding, 
broken wing, etc.) it will always be necessary to bring the bird to a wild bird rehabber 
for treatment.Indiana maintains a list of wildlife rehabbers by county, through the 
DNR.  If you are interested in becoming a wildlife rehabber, the DNR has an application 
process.
Many folks contact Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary each year to accept in injured and pet 
birds.  Mary Gray provides a wild haven for birds, but does not perform rehabilitation 

efforts for wild birds.  Please contact a local rehabber for injured birds. A few general rules of emergency care for any type of 
wildlife:

1. Leave the animal alone if the parent is nearby.

2. Leave the animal alone if it appears fat, bright-eyed and healthy.

3. Rescue the animal if you see that its parent is dead.

4. Rescue the animal if it appears weak, sick or cold.

5. Rescue the animal if it appears to be visibly injured.

6. Rescue the animal if it is in danger from traffic or other animals.

Until you can get advice from your humane society or wildlife rehabber, place the animal in a box with holes and a clean ravel-free 
cloth.  DO NOT use grass for bedding, as it is usually damp enough to cause a chill. DO NOT attempt to feed or water the animal. 
Inexperience with the animal’s needs can be fatal.  Avoid unnecessary stress by not over-handling any bird you might find that is 
need of a licensed rehabber.  Any bird heading to a rehabber should be placed in a dark box and away from stimulation.
Indiana Audubon Society and the Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary receives many calls and emails every year to assist in injured or sick 
wildlife.  IAS does not have the licenses or experience to assist with sick or injured wildlife.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU FIND A BIRD?

Please visit the Wildlife Rehabilitation page on the Indiana DNR website at
TINYURL.COM/YF5MQDTU to locate a wildlife rehabilitator and additional information

CARDINAL | INDIANA AUDUBON SOCIETY3
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Photo: Rough-legged Hawk by Shari McCollough

JUNE - JULY 21

Retired technical sales rep.  Married with 2 adult children.  I 
have lived in NWI my entire life and have always been an 
outdoor person.  Growing up with Deep River in my backyard 
we were always doing something.  Fishing in the river, ice 
skating in the winter, making rafts and floating/poling down 
with the current.  Campouts and campfires and having fun.

Q          TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF. WHERE 
ARE YOU FROM? FAMILY?

Q       WHAT GOT YOU INTERESTED IN BIRDS AND BIRDING?

I’ve always loved nature and the outdoors.  I can remember 
when I was 11 or 12 years old hiking in the Fall with some 
friends and their father.  The dad suddenly stopped and 
said “listen, do you hear that”?  It was the honking of geese 
flying overhead.  At that time the Canada goose was on the 
endangered species list.  Today these geese are somewhat of 
a nuisance but have made a tremendous comeback. 

Here in Porter Co. I live just short drive from the Indiana 
Dunes State Park.  Great birding is always available.  My 
very favorite spot also in Porter Co. is the old Heron Rookery 
along the east branch of the Little Calumet river.  Beautiful 
trees, wild flowers, and plenty of birds.  The natural beauty 
of the river here is remarkable and never fails to surprise me.     

Q       DO YOU HAVE ANY ADVICE TO NEW BIRDERS GETTING 
INTO THE HOBBY?

You don’t need to travel far to enjoy birding.  Start 
with a walk around your neighborhood and look and 
listen.  You’ll be surprised at what  you might find!  

meet a
MEMBER
J O H N  D E VA N E Y

Q       WHAT'S YOUR DREAM BIRDING DESTINATION AND 
WHY? 

Costa Rica.  I’ve been there but not on a birding adventure.

Q       WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE BIRDING DESTINATION, 
BOTH IN INDIANA AND OUTSIDE THE STATE? 

Q       DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE BIRD OR GROUP OF BIRDS?

Owls & raptors.  Warblers during the spring 
migration are beautiful and fun to spot.
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Subtitled, “Musings of a Raptor Hacker and Tales of Bird of Prey Recovery”, this book provides 
a reflection of the author’s years as a young man working for the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources with the goal of re-introducing Bald Eagles to the state. “Hacking is the intentional release 
of a nest-caught and partially trained raptor so it has a chance to learn to hunt on its own,” is the 
definition given by Parker. The book is divided into 12 chapters and includes an appendix that lists 
a chronology of hacked eagle sightings. The author includes detailed narratives of anecdotes and 
behavior of the eagles and the process of feeding, caring for and preparing the birds and their living 
spaces. Parker and his colleagues banded, observed, and tracked birds in the 1980’s and 1990’s. 
The immature eagles that were brought to Lake Monroe came mostly from Alaska and Wisconsin. 
Examples of the Indiana reintroduction of Peregrine Falcons and Barn Owls are also written about by the author.

I enjoyed reading this book and found there to be an amazing amount of information about eagle behavior, the social aspects 
of nestlings and even a discussion about feather structure. The real stories about “back-hacking”, climbing poles and the helpful 
work of the staff and volunteers were fascinating and captivated my interest. Parker writes so I can visualize him sitting in his 
blind and experience the sounds, sights, and feelings of being 30 feet up in the air, caring for and observing eagles. I admired 
the involvement of his family.

Parker also writes about resource issues and examines our role when he tries to “delve into unpopular talk!” I found these essay 
parts to be wordy and I missed the colorful descriptions of incidents with the eagles. These slow parts only occur twice, once in 
the middle and once near the end of the book, so I’m inclined to put up with Parker’s ramblings to hear again of his encounters 
with Bald Eagles.

I liked the writing style of Al Parker and the way he explained the details of working with birds of prey. His recounts of the good 
and bad of successful reintroduction of the Bald Eagle in Indiana make this book a very enjoyable read.

>>>>>BOOK REVIEW by kim ehn

Written By Al Parker

A HOPE FOR WINGS:
MUSINGS OF A RAPTOR HACKER & TALES OF BIRD OF PREY RECOVERY

CARDINAL | INDIANA AUDUBON SOCIETY5



The sad news came last May. The shrike I adopted in the winter hadn’t made it 
back to its breeding grounds.

“I wish I had an update of a sighting to share with you, but unfortunately we haven’t 
seen him or had anyone report a resighting of him yet,” stated a friendly note from 
the organizers of Adopt A Shrike, a program of Indiana Audubon Society.

Bummer, I thought to myself. There are only seven breeding pairs of Loggerhead 
Shrikes left in Indiana, down from around 100 in the late 1980s. Habitat loss is 
a big factor, as the shrikes prefer continually grazed pastures and locales with 
isolated nesting trees and shrubs. The birds are endangered in Indiana and Illinois 
and in steep decline across their range. One less shrike has a real impact.

“Loggerhead Shrikes are a good candidate for us to make our investment in for a number of different reasons,” said Amy Kearns, 
assistant ornithologist with the Indiana Division of Fish and Wildlife. ”The most important reason is that they’re not only declining in 
our state but the entire range of the [migrant] subspecies of shrike is in free fall. We are an important part of their range as well as 
Illinois.”

Shrikes are striking birds that defy simple categorization. They’re songbirds, but they’re also predators. Their hooked bills have 
something in common with birds of prey. They catch insects, small mammals, reptiles and other birds and skewer them on barbed 
wire or thorns, thus garnering them the nickname “butcher bird.”

In Illinois, the best places to find them include Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie near Joliet and the Lost Mound Unit of the Upper 
Mississippi National Wildlife Refuge in northwest Illinois. In Indiana, they’re confined to a few counties in the southern portion 
of the state such as Daviess, Lawrence, Orange and Spencer. Much of the population is color banded, which provides an idea of 
population status and the dispersal of young.

Adopt A Shrike is a nifty means for engaging the public while helping restore the population of an endangered species. It’s a 
collaboration among private landowners, Indiana Audubon, U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the Indiana Division of Fish & Wildlife. Funds 
are used to purchase 8’ tall eastern red cedar trees that are then planted along fencerows of farms with shrikes. Land owners are 
subsidized annually to maintain the trees, and donors receive updates on their adopted shrike and an “I Never Met a Shrike I Didn’t 
Like” t-shirt.

“We have found an ability to make a positive impact on shrikes,” said Kearns. “Just being out there talking to private land owners 
that have shrikes on their farms is a huge help to the shrikes, as we work together with  land owners to make sure the nest bush or 
tree doesn’t get cut down before the shrike is done nesting in it. Every nest is precious and worth saving.” 

Kearns likens the effort to past initiatives to restore Bald Eagle, Osprey and Peregrine Falcons in the state. 

“It’s all about improving habitat and land and an awesome partnership with private land owners,” 
she says. “It’s a huge positive impact to provide shrikes with cover for escape sites and nesting. I 
really love being involved in a project where it’s actually helping the birds.” 

Back to the shrike I adopted. After the disappointing news, I had the opportunity to adopt a 
new shrike last summer, a female that’s around 5 years old. She nested east of Evansville, Ind., in 
Spencer County, 54 miles away from where she nested last year, rearing two broods. Here’s to 
more nesting success in 2021.

SHRIK E ZONE

Bob Dolgan is a Chicago-based writer, consultant and filmmaker. His 

2019 film “Monty and Rose,” about Piping Plovers, is available at

www.montyandrose.net. 

SONGBIRD PREDATOR IS  ENDANGERED IN 
ILLINOIS AND INDIANA

>>>>>
By: Bob Dolgan

Adopt a shrike at INDIANAAUDUBON.ORG/ADOPT-A-SHRIKE

Loggerhead Shrike by Ryan Sanderson
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We’ve all had a long, hard year since last May—and especially of any of you who have been touched personally by the pandemic. 
Spring always comes again, though, and I think we’re all about ready for new horizons and birding adventures. I’ve never stopped 
going out with a couple of masked friends to local patches, but the “Where do you want to go birding?” conversations have been 
getting a little stale. That’s why I couldn’t be more excited to get my new Guide to the Indiana Birding Trail from Indiana Audubon 
Society and get ready for the #21in21 Indiana Birding Trail Challenge—IAS’s motivational program to bird twenty-one locations on 
the Indiana Birding Trail before the year is out. 

The Indiana Birding Trail is a great way to get out of your birding rut and find some of those super Indiana birding hotspots you’ve 
been hearing about on eBird and social media. Brad Bumgardner and the team at the IAS have been scouting around the state to 
locate hotspots of special interest to birders and get them written up, photographed, and featured in the new guide. The result is 
beautiful—every preserve has a featured photo from a local Indiana photographer, and it’s really a nice and sturdy little book. But 
it’s also packed full of valuable information for birders. 

Have you ever seen someone post a great bird with something like, “Goose Pond is awesome! It never disappoints!” and been 
disappointed you have no idea where at Goose Pond that might be? And then you get there and there are just a bunch of reeds 
everywhere? Maybe that’s just me. But I just got my paper copy of A Guide to the Indiana Birding Trail (it’s for sale through Indiana 
Audubon Society for $6 under the “Shop” tab or free for download and with a website version at https://indianabirdingtrail.com/), 
and each of the sixty-eight-and-counting entries gives you a lot more than a set of general GPS coordinates. It will also get you 
property maps, which are always so handy to have somewhere besides the tiny screen on your phone, hours for the visitors’ centers 
if they have them, how long a typical birding trip would take, whether birding there is mostly hiking or from the car, some key spots 
to bird, and information about bathrooms(!), amenities, accessibility, parking, trails, and the best times to visit the preserve. But best 
of all, you’ll get a short introduction to the preserve written by local birders who share what makes it shine, when and where you’ll 
want to go, and what birds you should drive all those miles to see there.

So how did they do picking spots? Well, if the Central Indiana section is any indication, they made outstanding choices. Here are a 
few of my favorites, and they’re a great mix of insider’s takes on popular places and some nice hidden gems. I’m sure the properties 
chosen are as excellent in other areas around the state, and I can’t wait to get to them. I really hope they add more, but these are a 
great start.

New Year, New Birds, New Adventures

What's the Trail and How Do We Get There?

Nancy's Local Favorites

BY: NANCY LIGHTFOOT

CARDINAL | INDIANA AUDUBON SOCIETY

EXPLORE THE

INDIANA
BIRDING TRAIL!
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Visit INDIANABIRDINGTRAIL.COM to find your next adventure and download your 
#21in21 Challenge gamecard at INDIANAAUDUBON.ORG/21IN21

Monroe Lake: I spend much more time at Monroe Lake than I should. We are so lucky in 
Bloomington that we can get to at least eight SRAs within a half hour. I do the Eagle Watch program 
in winter, so I get to most of them looking for eagle activity. A bonus for Monroe Lake is even the 
quietest birding day at any spot begins or ends just sitting at the lake and watch the sun rise or set. 
Pure peace for this water (and water bird!) person. I like the lake best in winter—it gets crowded in 
summer—but it is a great place to bird year-round. A lot of nesting pairs of eagles come back here 
to raise their eaglets—Monroe Lake was an introduction site when we almost lost them--so eagle 
activity is high in late winter and early spring. Right now I need to get down to check the only (very 
distant) nest visible from land and see how the little Bald Eagle chicks are doing. I also love to watch 
the eagles ice fishing when the late freezes over—you can get really good views and they seem 
to be having a conference around those open spots. That can also concentrate some ducks near 
shore. In winter you can park at the tip of the peninsula at Fairfax SRA and chances are good you 
can watch the sunset with an eagle perched nearby. Winter is also good gull watching at Fairfax—
and I love to watch them play on a windy day. Osprey are nesting here now, we hope, and Stillwater and Northfork are open and 
have some nice shorebird habitat. If you’re very, very lucky you’ll get to see a semi-regular Roseate Spoonbill visitor in the area in 
summer, as I did once when I stumbled out of the brush about ten yards from one of these beauties. Fairfax Beach Peninsula has 
some nice rare shorebirds show up in spring as well. Bring your coffee, watch the sunrise, and wait 
for something good to fly in. Last week it was Marbled Godwits and Willets!

Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area: The first time I ever went to Goose Pond, it was a sunny 
day and we were birding a wetland when I looked up and saw eight Whooping Cranes flying in 
formation just over our heads. I was hooked for life. I don’t see them every time I go there, but it’s 
always a gift when you do. There are no bad times at Goose Pond, but by far my favorite thing to do 
is go to County Road 200 in the evening in (very) early spring and watch the Short-eared Owl show 
while the Sandhills are flying in by the hundreds. They just keep coming and coming, and their calls 
are the best. In the meantime, the Short-eared Owls are barking and locking talons, and the Rough-
legged Hawks, Northern Harriers, and Merlins are also mixing it up. I can’t stop smiling just thinking 
about it. I also love to hike the levees when the geese and cranes are there together or watch the 
thousands of blackbirds swarming around the fields. Seeing the sheer abundance makes you feel 
like maybe things will be ok for our planet and our incredibly resilient birds. Another favorite activity 
is to park in a chair near a shorebird spot and just sit and wait while the birds come in. Last fall I had Dunlins coming in so close I 
couldn’t fit them in the camera frame. Ugh! What are we doing sitting on our computers right now? Get to Goose Pond!

Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge: This is the oddest preserve, and I love it. I never got to it 
until I started doing Marsh Bird Surveys there, and it’s an amazing property. A lot of the preserve 
is a driving tour in a big loop. It’s like driving down a country road where there are great birds 
everywhere, and nobody gets mad if you pull over and pull out your camera. Two weeks ago I was 
photographing early warblers and flycatchers from the road and saw three River Otters gamboling 
across the levee and into the pond, where there was also a pair of beavers! But the best is that 
scattered around the loop are levees and little paths into the woods and marshes, and they are so 
worth exploring to get some hiking and birding in. Many of these are quiet and under birded. And 
Muscatatuck is another Sandhill hotspot, which makes it near and dear to my heart right there. And, 
yes, there are outstanding marsh birds!

It’s well worth it to grab the guide just to learn about some of these excellent birding spots and see some of the other regions 
around the state, whether that’s to build your state list and birding skills or just to see some new scenery and habitats. But if the 
great selections and reviews in A Guide to the Indiana Birding Trail won’t get you out of bed when your alarm goes off at 4 a.m., 
think about doing the 2021 Indiana Birding Trail Challenge. Reason #1 for most birders will be the chance to win some outstanding 
prizes, and—this is important—you are eligible to win if you visit any spots on the birding trail twenty-one times. If you live near 
one of these properties, you can just go to that location twenty-one times, and you’re in the running. I’ve already got new ideas for 
places to explore, and I hope you’ll get inspired as well. There’s probably a place near you, so grab your guide and go! 

What's the Buzz about a Challenge?

Photos by Ryan Sanderson: Osprey (top), Dunlin (middle), and Sandhill Crane (bottom)
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When I first found out I was going to be leading Saturday's Big 
Morning trip at the Indiana Dunes Birding Festival this year, I 
was more than a little freaked out. The Big Morning is one of 
the festival's signature trips – it is a whirlwind tour of some of 
the Dunes area's best birding spots, with the goal of logging 
100 or more species in just 6 hours. In past years, it has been 
led by professional guides from nationally known birding tour 
companies, as well as by Indiana Audubon trip leaders with 
years of experience in the Dunes. I had attended the trip several 
years in a row, and it was always a highlight of my time at the 
festival.  And now, IAS wanted little ol' me to lead it?  I swear, 
you find one White-tailed Kite and people start to expect stuff 
from you. No pressure.  :)

Due to COVID-related restrictions at this year's festival, Big 
Morning participants would not travel together by bus as usual, 
but instead would be required to caravan in their own vehicles. I 
knew this would preclude access to some of the area's biggest 
hotspots like Cowles Bog, where parking spots are extremely 
limited, and would greatly reduce our ability to spot birds while 
in transit between destinations.  Fortunately, I had friends who 
had led this trip earlier in the week, so I was able to pick their 
brains for alternate stops, and get some notes on what they 
had seen where.  Also weighing on my mind was the fact that 
the festival had not been very “birdy” thus far – it seemed that 
winds out of the north were keeping many of the usual migrants 
bottled up in the southern United States.  Indeed, my scouting 
efforts leading up to the trip produced mostly breeders, with 
relatively few of the migrant species for which the festival is 
known (and which would be required for the trip to reach its 
goal).  An all-day version of the Big Morning (creatively known 
as the “Big Day”) run a few days earlier logged 106 species, but 
did so in twice the time that I would have. 

With all these factors in mind, I hashed out a route for the 
trip.  We would start at Michigan City Harbor about an hour 
after sunrise – hopefully early enough to log waterbirds and 
shorebirds before fishermen and beachgoers drove them off.  

This was a high-risk/high-reward stop – it was out of the way 
and would cause us to burn valuable time getting to our next 
destination, but we had the possibility of picking up species at 
the harbor that we could not find elsewhere in the region. From 
Michigan City, we would head down to the Heron Rookery to try 
for warblers and other birds singing their morning chorus, then 
hit several spots at the adjacent Reynold's Creek GHA to pick up 
grassland specialties. After that, we would head toward Indiana 
Dunes State Park with the hopes of picking up additional 
warbler species and plugging whatever holes that might exist in 
our list at that point. Alternative/additional stops would include 
Kemil Beach and the eastern portion of the state park, Cowles 
Bog (if we could get in), and/or the Porter Brickyard Trail that 
runs behind the National Park Service headquarters. 

The morning of the trip, I briefed the assembled participants 
on what to expect. We had about 15 people in attendance, 
some from as far away as Florida and South Carolina! That was 
a real indicator to me of how big a draw the Indiana Dunes 
Birding Festival has become.  Most of the participants had 
never done a Big Day style trip before.  I explained that it is 
kind of like speed-dating – we would give each bird a very brief 
opportunity to “introduce itself” before we moved on to the 
next one. :)  It has been my experience that this type of birding 
draws a particular kind of birder – one who is excited about  
finding birds, rather than just having birds shown to them.  As 
such, their skill and knowledge level tends to be a little higher 
than your average birding festival attendee, and I hoped that 
having lots of eyes and ears working together would prove 
beneficial to our efforts.  Our informal rule was that at least 3 
people had to confirm a bird before it could be added to the 
list, but I wanted as many people as possible to be able to see 
and hear as many birds as possible, and it would take a group 
effort to make that happen.

As soon as we got out of the cars at Michigan City Harbor, I 
started the clock and it was game on!  Right off the bat, we 
picked up Ring-billed and Herring gulls, as well as the “gimmes” 
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of House Sparrow and European Starling (Big Days are the only time you look forward to seeing them!). Barn and Tree Swallows 
were numerous zipping overhead, and one of the group pointed out a Bank Swallow among them.  Hurrying down to the jetty, we 
picked up Caspian Terns and Spotted Sandpipers on the breakwall, caught one of the resident Peregrine Falcons on its smokestack 
perch, had a flyover Solitary Sandpiper, and located a Least Sandpiper on the beach.  All told, our first stop netted 20 species – not 
bad, considering the general lack of waterfowl and shorebirds. Five more stops like that and we would be golden!

The Heron Rookery (which hasn't hosted a nesting heron colony in decades, and which the group 
decided should be renamed the “Redstartery” due to the abundance of American Redstarts on our 
visit) proved birdier than it had been in the past couple days, yielding many resident woodland 
species as well as a few warblers, including Yellow, Palm, Magnolia, Nashville, Golden-winged, and 
the aforementioned American Redstart. The walk in and out took some time, but was well worth 
it – we came out of there over halfway to our 100-species goal. 

Reynold's Creek GHA was almost completely dry, which meant that shorebirds and waterfowl 
would not be present, but it would still prove fruitful for grassland species, including Sedge 
Wren, Field, Grasshopper and Savannah Sparrows, Dickcissel, Bobolink and Horned Lark. 
We also got Red-headed Woodpecker, Sora and Orchard Oriole near a couple marshy 
patches that still held a bit of water.  Although Reynold's Creek did not give up a 
mega-rarity this year, we did pick up Brewer's Blackbird (a local specialty), as well as 
an unusually late Smith's Longspur, which flew over giving its distinctive rattle call. 

Acting on a tip we had gotten from Brad Bumgardner, we slow-rolled with our 
windows down along a wooded side road in the Furnessville area on our way to 
Indiana Dunes State Park. As soon as we heard warblers singing, we pulled over 
and jumped out of our cars, binoculars in-hand.  That brief roadside stop yielded a 
burst of warbler activity, including Northern Parula, Black-and-White, Black-throated 
Green, Hooded and Cerulean. We were at 80 species heading into the park; getting 20 
more in the time we had left would take teamwork, and more than a little luck. 

Once inside the state park, we headed for the Wilson Shelter and took Trail 2 in search of the continuing Winter Wren that had been 
reported.  We dipped on that bird, but were able to tick a number of other badly-needed species, including Eastern Wood-Pewee, 
Louisiana Waterthrush, Downy, Hairy and Pileated Woodpeckers, Yellow-throated, White-eyed and Red-eyed Vireos, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, Barred Owl, Swainson's Thrush, and Veery. A visit to Duneside shelter got us Red-shouldered Hawk, in the form of a fuzzy 
baby in the nest.  After all that, we were at 97 species with just 30 minutes to go!

Our final stop was the Longshore Birding Platform (aka Green Tower), where Clay-colored and Lark Sparrows had been reported 
coming in to the feeders that morning. Checking the nest boxes from the ramp leading to the platform, we were rewarded with #98 
Eastern Bluebird (finally!).  At the platform, the birders conducting the longshore flight count had the Lark Sparrow teed up in their 
scope, leaving us just one bird to go!  Although the Clay-colored Sparrow had been seen just minutes prior to our arrival, it did not 
reappear for us.  However, Pine Siskins on the feeders provided our 100th and final bird with 15 minutes to spare!  It was starting to 
rain, and we were all tired and hungry. I joked that our lunch vouchers were not performance-based, and that we would have gotten 
them even if we had not reached 100 species, but it sure felt good to have “earned” them! 

We had a lot of misses on the trip due to the weather/habitat conditions and the timing of this year's migration, but we made up 
for them with some great specialty birds, and with some effort we were able to “nickel-and-dime” our way to 100.  Our key was to 
focus on getting a few birds at each location that we weren't likely to get elsewhere, and let the more routine species fall into place 

as they will. 

Doing the Big Morning trip as a leader rather 
than as a participant was a good experience. 
Now that I have proven to myself that I can 
do it, I would certainly do it again if asked.  
Thanks to all of Saturday's participants for 
helping to make our trip a success, especially 
my car crew, Jennifer from SC and Ben from IL 

– I literally couldn't have done it without you!

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR! 
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