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Indiana Audubon Society

INDIANA 
DUNES 

BIRDING 
FESTIVAL 
Keynote + highlight 
speakers announced!



UPCOMING 
TRIPS & EVENTS

dec 14–jan 5: audubon christmas bird counts 
statewide [ in ]

jan 12: ias board of directors retreat 
fort harrison state park [ indianapolis , in ]

jan 25: winter eagle field trip 
salamonie lake [ andrews, in ]

jan 31–feb 2: winter up owl tour 
upper pennisula [ st.ignance, mi ]

Join Indiana Audubon for an assortmen`t of field trips and workshops 
being offered this spring. Visit indianaaudubon.org/events for more 
information or to register for any of these upcoming activities. Additional 
events are listed on the website. Many fill early, so sign up now!
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The Cardinal  
Newsletter 
is a bi-monthly 
publication of the 
Indiana Audubon 
Society. Its purpose 
is to share stories 
and conversations 
so that members 
and the birding 
community beyond 
can stay meaningfully 
connected both 
to birds and to the 
people dedicated  
to their protection.

 Be a part of Indiana Audubon Society! Sign up at: Indianaaudubon.org/membership

Mailed printed copies of 
bi-monthly & quarterly 
newsletters

Complete access to Birds of 
North America Database

Discounted Field 
Trips & Programs

Special Access to Mary 
Gray Birding Sanctuary

Access to bi-monthly &  
quarterly newsletters

15% discount on all IAS 
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Register a friend to any IAS 
field trip at member rate

On the cover:
Birders at the 2019 
Indiana Dunes Birding 
Festival by Annie Aguirre
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The Indiana Dunes Birding Festival is happy 
to announce the upcoming year’s keynote 
speakers and special headliners that will 
kick off each day of the 6th annual event, to 
be held May 14–17, 2020.

BIRDING 
FESTIVAL 

Sarah Saunders
Survival by Degrees: 389 
Bird Species on the Brink

thu  11:30 am–12:30 pm  
indiana dunes visitor center

Marc Kramer & 
Eliana Ardila Ardila
Birding by Bus: Where 
Van Life Meets Birding

sat  11:30 am–12:30 pm 
indiana dunes visitor center

Hannah & Erik 
Go Birding!
The Birds Don’t Know 
They’re Special!

fri  11:30 am–12:30 pm 
indiana dunes visitor center

Adriaan Michiel  
Dokter
3 Billion Birds Lost:  
A Biodiversity Crisis

sun  11:30 am–12:30 pm 
indiana dunes visitor center

INDIANA DUNES
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Scott Weidensaul
A World of Wings: Migratory Birds on a Changing Planet

sat  5:30–9:30 pm  |  sand creek country club  [ chesterton, in ]
Even as scientists make astounding discoveries about the 
navigational and physiological feats that enable migratory birds 
to cross immense oceans or fly above the highest mountains, 
go weeks without sleep or remain in unbroken flight for months 
at a stretch, humans have brought many migrants to the brink. 
Based on his forthcoming book A World of Wings, author and 
researcher Scott Weidensaul takes you around the globe – with 
researchers in the lab probing the limits of what migrating birds 
can do, to the shores of the Yellow Sea in China, the remote 
mountains of northeastern India where tribal villages saved 
the greatest gathering of falcons on the planet, and the Medi-
terranean, where activists and police are battle bird poachers 

– to learn how people are fighting to understand and save the 
world's great bird migrations.

The Great Backyard Bird Count 
(GBBC) is a free, fun, and easy event 
that engages bird watchers of all ages 
in counting birds to create a real-
time snapshot of bird populations. 
Participants are asked to count birds 
for as little as 15 minutes (or as long as 
they wish) on one or more days of the 
four-day event and report their sightings 
online at birdcount.org. Anyone can 
take part in the Great Backyard Bird 

Count, from beginning bird watchers to 
experts, and you can participate from 
your backyard, or anywhere in the world.

Each checklist submitted during the 
GBBC helps researchers at the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology and the National 
Audubon Society learn more about 
how birds are doing, and how to 
protect them and the environment we 
share. Last year, more than 160,000 
participants submitted their bird 

observations online, creating the largest 
instantaneous snapshot of global bird 
populations ever recorded.

The 23rd annual GBBC will be held 
Friday, February 14 through Monday, 
February 17.

  Please visit the official website at 
birdcount.org for more information 
and be sure to check out the latest 
educational and promotional resources.

DEC–JAN 19–20

FEB 14–17
GREAT BACKYARD  
BIRD COUNT

HEADLINERS KEYNOTE
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AWARD WINNERS ANNOUNCED

Birders Essential Gift Baskets
Caitlyn King, Indianapolis, IN
Nicholas Smiley, Indianapolis, IN

IAS Lifetime Membership
John Castrale, Michell, IN

Each year, Indiana Audubon awards grant recipients through 
our Mumford & Keller Grants and Scholarship program. Named 
in honor of two Indiana ornithology legends, Russell Mumford 
and Charles Keller, these grants allow projects in Indiana and 
elsewhere a chance to grow and expand our knowledge of birds.  
In 2019, the Indiana Dunes Birding Festival and IAS Fall Festival 
silent auctions raised more than $5000 for this program. 

The following recipients were awarded project grants in 2019:

Thank you to everyone that participated in the IAS Fall Membership Drive! 
We’re happy to give away $1,500+ in prize baskets. 

We are blessed to have such a passionate membership who cares and 
supports the birds in Indiana. Your member support is leveraged with 
grants and donations to continue our mission of supporting the birds.

Thanks again to our sponsors. We hope you can check out Wild Birds 
Unlimited, Premier Optics in Middlebury, Indiana Dunes Birding Festival, 
and all our supporting partners for your future needs.

Outdoor Birding Station at 
Knightstown Intermediate School, 
$552. They will use the grant to add 
bird feeders, bird houses, and bird 
baths to the pollinator garden.

Feather Fest at Fort Wayne Parks, 
$385. This grant will fund a raptor 
presentation and materials to promote 
birding and inform the public about 
birds at Feather Fest in September 2020.

Bluebird Nest Box Project at 
Carmel Clay Parks, $628. Carmel 
Clay Parks will build 22 bluebird 
boxes that are designed and 
constructed in partnership with 
Boone County Bluebird Society and 
maintained by trained volunteers.

Wildlife Education at Community 

Christian School, $1000. Fayette County 
Community Voices will partner with 3rd 
& 4th graders at Community Christian 
School for a seasonal exploration of 
Indiana flora and fauna, including two 
field trips to Mary Bray Bird Sanctuary.

Pollinator & Grassland Birds Habitat 
at Reynolds Creek GHA (IDNR), 
$1000. Division of Fish and Wildlife 
will apply this grant toward funding 
that will increase restoration efforts 
on the northern part of this birding 
hotspot by planting pollinator seed 
mix on an area that lacks trees and 
invasive species. Access lanes will 
provide birding opportunities.

Admission Rehab Data (ARC GIS) to 
Guide Education Efforts by Humane 
Indiana Wildlife, $500. Humane 
Indiana Wildlife will obtain ARC GIS 
to help map wildlife admission data 

to guide wildlife education outreach 
missions and messages. Admissions to 
Humane Indiana Wildlife have included 
more than 3000 birds since 2014.

Warming Incubator for Orphaned 
Birds at Humane Indiana Wildlife, 
$935. Staff and volunteers at Humane 
Indiana Wildlife will use their grant 
to purchase one main and two 
traveling incubators to provide a 
temperature-controlled environment 
to aid rescue and rehabilitation efforts 
for orphaned and injured birds.

Hummingbird Education in Geneva, IN, 
$500. Geneva Chamber of Commerce 
is planning a year-long promotion of 
birding, including a school partnership, 
speaker presentations, building 
feeders and houses workshops, and 
providing books and identification 
resources to the Geneva community.  

CARDINAL | INDIANA AUDUBON SOCIETY

THE WINNERS

THE WINNERS

MUMFORD & KELLER GRANT

FALL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
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NEWS
Indiana Audubon Society’s Mary Gray 
Bird Sanctuary (MGBS) has been full of 
activity this past quarter. The prop-
erty’s notoriety as a research hotspot 
continues to grow, as well as its 
welcoming habitat for avian migrants 
as well as year-round residents.

Essential to MGBS’s existence is the 
team of caretakers for this marvel-
ous habitat. MGBS welcomes John 
Godwin as its new Resident Caretaker. 
John has enthusiastically taken on the 
mission of maintaining and improving 
MGBS as a center for wildlife research 
and wildlife appreciation.  As a father, 
Connersville native, veteran of the US 
Air Force, and advocate of balance 
within nature, he has shown initiative 
and enthusiasm with a plethora of 
roles present at MGBS. Residing in 
the “first residence,” John and his pet 
friends Captain and Mitzie, welcome 
visitors to the property. If you visit 
MGBS in the near future, stop by and 
let him know of tasks needing to be 
done, or let him know of your appre-
ciation for the property’s condition.

The past year witnessed the breach-
ing of the 4th pond in search for 
resolution of the Denise Pflum case. 
Denise, a Connersville High School 
senior, disappeared in 1986. Last 

spring, there was reason to suspect 
her remains were located in the 4th 
pond at MGBS. The ensuing inves-
tigation produced no conclusion. 
These results are terribly frustrating 
for the Pflum family. The pond dam 
was rebuilt this past summer (Fayette 
County expense of $20,000+) and 
was recently reseeded by Carl Wilms 
and John Godwin. As the pond 
gradually returns to its designed 
water level, considerations for its 
restocking are underway. If you have 
suggestions or guidance, please 
share them with Carl Wilms.

July and August were busy months as 
the war on invasive plant species was 
waged on approximately 32 acres. 
Waiting until after first broods of field 
bird species had fledged, mowing of 
select fields was conducted along with 
applications of herbicide, with the 
goal of reducing the Japanese stilt-
grass infestation. This protocol was 
followed in several of the maintained 
fields, as well as the right-of-way under 
the transmission lines that traverse the 
property. Initial observations indicate 
this procedure is yielding positive 
results, however, the 2020 growing 
season will reveal more conclusive 
findings. This protocol will be main-
tained for several years to come as the 
seeds residing in the soil will need to 
be exhausted. This war will continue 
into the foreseeable future. We will 
probably never get rid of this invasive 
species entirely, but hopefully we can 
limit its impact. If you are interested 

in enlisting in this battle, please 
contact Carl Wilms (carl.wilms@
indianaaudubon.org / 765-827-5109).

The MGBS Committee has authorized 
the installation of a photo-voltaic 
system to supply a majority of the 
electrical needs at MGBS. Monies 
dedicated to capital fund projects at 
MGBS were provided by Frederick 
Test’s estate are being leveraged 
to secure this project. Currently 
the maintenance shed roof had 
additional trusses installed and 
trees providing shade have been 
removed. The project is proceed-
ing slowly but will hopefully be 
functional in the coming months.

Hummingbird banding installed more 
than 500 new bands this summer, and 
owl banding has begun (no birds have 
been caught as of this writing). Amy 
has 11 transmitters designed to iden-
tify overwintering Northern Saw-whet 
Owls. The “Owl Night” event is 
scheduled for Nov. 9th. It is a terrific 
community event that had more 
than 140 participants last year. 

MARY GRAY BIRD SANCTUARY

4th Pond Seeding

John Godwin, Resident 
Caretaker, MGBS
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I was born and raised in Connersville, Indiana, where 

I currently reside. I'm married to the most wonderful 

husband in the world, Carl, and have two stepchildren.

Q          TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF. WHERE ARE 
YOU FROM? FAMILY?

Q       YOU'RE NO STRANGER TO MANY IAS MEMBERS, 
BUT FOR THOSE THAT DON'T KNOW, TELL US A 
FEW THINGS YOU'VE BEEN ACTIVE WITH IN IAS?

I've held many positions for IAS and they are prob-

ably too many to list. I believe in giving back to this 

organization. I've been the Secretary, Vice President, 

and President, and am very proud of the work I have 

accomplished in these roles.  As the President for 

three years previous to my current term, I led a group 

of board members who rebuilt our website, turned 

around our financial situation, caught up filing 

our tax returns, and implemented policies such as 

whistleblower, conflict of interest, and policy retention. 

Beyond this, during my tenure, I supported offering 

the Birds of North America membership benefits and 

started the Mumford and Keller scholarship program. 

I'm the current webmaster and have held numerous 

other committee positions. I enjoy being active in this 

organization and giving back!

Q       AS THE ONLY LICENSED HUMMINGBIRD BANDER IN 
THE STATE, WHAT DREW YOU TO HUMMERS AND 
WHAT EXCITES YOU MOST OF THESE TINY BIRDS?

Hummingbirds have always fascinated me.  When 

I moved to the Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary, I put up 

one feeder during our first summer. The next year, I 

put up three, and after that, a dozen (and more)! I 

was excited to find a hummingbird bander nearby 

who taught me about banding, and I knew this would 

quickly become a passion of mine. I eventually trav-

eled to Michigan and West Virginia to train to band 

them, and submitted a research project to the banding 

lab – and there's no going back! It is exciting to know 

that we are a breeding location and stopover rest for 

500-600 birds a year. They are teaching me about their 

resilience and I'm excited to see how thrilled visitors 

are when they see a hummingbird up close.  In 2018, 

we held the first Hummingbird Migration Celebra-

tion at MGBS, bringing in one of the largest crowds 

we had seen in years! This is what excites me most.

Q        WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE BIRDING DESTINATIONS, 
BOTH IN INDIANA AND OUTSIDE THE STATE?

I enjoy birding at the Dunes, Turkey Run State Park, 

Goose Pond, and other locations in Indiana. Beyond 

this, Central America is awesome! Carl and I have 

traveled to Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Thai-

land, and have many more adventures to take.

meet a
MEMBER

A M Y  W I L M S
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This book is the culmination of historical 
research conducted by 13 Ball State 
University students as part of their 
academic requirements during the 
spring of 2015, on the Indiana State 
Forest System properties. The time 
period during which these state forests 
were established, 1908-1948, was the 
beginning of experimental ideas in 
what conservation should mean. The 
State Board of Forestry came about 
in 1901. The Indiana Department of 
Conservation was established in 1919. 

Each chapter includes end notes and 
a bibliography, but most references 
and research material comes from 
Indiana Dept. of Natural Resources 
(or its predecessors), and its maga-
zine, Outdoor Indiana. Reviews of 
the chapters were made by Professor 
Ronald Morris of Ball State Universi-
ty, and historian Glory-June Greiff.

The current forest properties were 
sub-marginal land ravaged by forest 
fires or the poor agricultural practices 

of the 1920’s and 1930’s. With the 
overwhelming help and drive of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps during 
1933-1941, millions of trees were planted, 
miles of roads and trails constructed, 
numerous buildings and shelters were 
put up and almost every waterway was 
dammed to provide waterfowl hunting/
recreation for Indiana residents.

The purpose of the state forests were 
(and are) prioritized to first assure 
present and future production of timber, 
and second, preserve watersheds 
for wildlife habitat. While a history of 
conservation is included, the use of 
the word “conservation” in that time 
indicated stopping erosion on defor-
ested hills and renewing the forests 
so they could be harvested again. 

The writers took the easy route when 
compiling their history.  They did not 
record any ideas that went against the old 
way of thinking regarding the priorities 
for the Indiana Forests, or recognize that 
preservation without timber harvesting 

is needed in a portion of each of our 
treasured state forests. The inclusion 
of end notes and bibliography gave the 
impression that I could read more about 
a particular topic, but most sources 
were not readily available. I found the 
description of the characteristics of 
each forest property and the timeline of 
projects completed in each to be very 
interesting and worth the read. 

BOOK REVIEW

Edited by Professor Ronald Morris, Ball State University, 
and History Consultant Glory-June Greiff

THE HISTORY OF THE INDIANA STATE FORESTS (2017)

by kim ehn

INDIANA AUDUBON SPEAKS OUT AGAINST 
INDY 500 BALLOON RELEASE

Every year, thousands of multicol-
ored balloons are released over the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway to 
kick off the Indy 500.  It is a dead-
ly tradition that needs to end.  

Balloon debris entangles birds, fish, and 
other animals, strangling them or dam-
aging their limbs. In addition, animals 
commonly mistake balloons for food 
and ingest them, resulting in injury or 
death. These massive balloon releases 
result in thousands of pieces of trash 
eventually falling to the ground and into 
waterways. At best, the debris becomes 
unsightly pollution. Frequently, how-
ever, this tradition poses a dangerous 
threat to wildlife and domestic animals. 
The garbage can easily make its way 
through air currents and rivers to the 
ocean, where it contributes to massive 

“trash islands” and the death of sea 
turtles, whales, and other marine life.

While the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
is opposed to balloon releases and 
has warned people of the damage 
they cause, it is up to us to end the 
outdated and dangerous spectacle. 

As result, Indiana Audubon has 
issued the following official state-
ment regarding this and all in-
tentional balloon releases:

Indiana Audubon Society holds the 
position that intentional helium bal-
loon releases should NOT be held due 
to their injurious effects upon wild-
life, especially birds. We are com-
mitted to promoting and protecting 
bird-friendly communities by helping 
to end balloon releases in Indiana.

Scientific research conducted by and 
reported by NOAA Marine Debris 
Program, Scientific Reports, Phys.
org, and the Ocean Conservancy, 
points to the littering of latex, Mylar, 
and composite material balloons as 
being mistaken for food by wildlife 
and causing loss of nutrition, intesti-
nal injury and obstruction, and death. 
Balloon strings and ribbons have caused 
entanglement, injury, infection, and 
death in birds and other wildlife. 

A current petition is circulating to 
help stand up against the Indy 500 
balloon release. To sign the petition, 
visit bit.do/indyballoonrelease.

PHILIP CLAY ENGLISH 
Stewardship Committee Chair 
Indiana Audubon Society 
engliph@earlham.edu

 Available through M.T. Publishing  
Company, Inc. ( mtpublishing.com ) $39.95
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Courtesy Michigan DNR 

Bird enthusiasts from around the world 
travel to northern Michigan in hopes of 
catching sight of a Kirtland’s warbler, a 
small songbird once poised on the brink 
of extinction. Now the species is thriving 
thanks to decades of effort by a diverse 
group of dedicated partners. Due to 
the species’ remarkable recovery, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service today 
announced that it no longer warrants 
protection under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA).

“The effort to recover the Kirtland’s 
warbler is a shining example of what it 
takes to save imperiled species,” said 
Margaret Everson, Principal Deputy 
Director of the Service. “Truly dedicated 
partners have worked together for 

decades to recover this songbird. I 
thank them for their efforts and applaud 
this historic conservation success.”

“The Kirtland’s warbler was one of the 
first species in the United States to be 
put on the federal list of endangered 
and threatened species, and today’s 
action by the U.S. Department of the 
Interior marks the latest chapter in a 
remarkable wildlife success story,” 
said Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources Director Dan Eichinger. 
“The bird’s recovery provides dramatic 
testimony to what conservation 
organizations, governments and 
businesses can accomplish when 
they come together for the good of 
the resource. We are grateful for the 
partnership of U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and U.S. Forest Service in this 

effort. I sincerely believe conservation 
is a team sport, and today’s 
announcement is a big win for natural 
resources in Michigan and for all those 
involved.”

Historically, wildfires were the most 
important factor for establishing the 
natural jack pine forests that Kirtland’s 
warblers need for breeding habitat. 
Modern wildfire suppression greatly 
diminished the natural disturbance 
that once generated Kirtland’s warbler 
breeding habitat. In the absence of 
wildfire, land managers had to take 
an active role in mimicking natural 
processes that regularly occurred 
within the jack pine ecosystem. This 
is primarily done through large-scale 
timber harvesting and human-assisted 
reforestation.

CARDINAL | INDIANA AUDUBON SOCIETY

K I R T L A N D ’ S  W A R B L E R  N O  L O N G E R  N E E D S 
E N D A N G E R E D  S P E C I E S  A C T  P R O T E C T I O N

BACK FROM 
THE BRINK
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Today, the sale of jack pine timber on 
sites where reforestation will occur is 
critical to managing Kirtland’s warbler 
breeding habitat. Timber receipts 
offset the cost of replanting jack pine 
needed to support a viable population 
of nesting Kirtland’s warblers that 
would not otherwise be feasible 
through conservation dollars.

“Private forest owners are proud 
partners in this major milestone and 
committed to the long-term health 
of the Kirtland’s warbler,” said Dave 
Tenny, founding President and CEO 
of the National Alliance of Forest 
Owners. “Private forest owners are an 
essential part of conservation success 
– 360 million acres of working forests 
across the country are privately owned. 
We proudly work with the U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service and conservation 
partners to develop and implement 
smart management decisions that 
support a wide range of wildlife across 
the country.”

"Collaborative conservation is an 
effective way of protecting at-risk species and their habitat 
because it creates a common focus around a shared 
objective for government agencies, private landowners 
and the broader conservation community," said Craig 
Seaman, Senior Investment Forester, of Timberland 
Investment Resources, LLC, which manages working forest 
investments in Wisconsin. "This is another example of 
how conservation without conflict can produce positive 
outcomes and we congratulate all those involved, and 
especially the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for leading the 
effort."

Kirtland’s warblers were among the first animals in the 
United States identified as being at risk of extinction. The 
species nests only in young jack pine stands in Michigan, 
Wisconsin and Ontario. It overwinters in The Bahamas. 
Populations dipped to a low of 167 pairs in 1974 and again 
in 1987 before starting a steady climb toward recovery.

Prompting the warbler’s slow but steady ascent were long-
term efforts by partners such as the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources, U.S. Forest Service and conservation 
groups to conserve young jack pine habitat and control 

brown-headed cowbirds, a primary threat to the species. 
Cowbirds lay their eggs in warbler nests and larger 
cowbird chicks outcompete their warbler nest mates, 
causing the warbler chicks to die while the unwitting 
warbler parents raise the cowbird imposters.

Year after year, a stalwart group of partners ensured 
habitat was available and cowbirds were controlled. Due 
to their efforts, the Kirtland’s warbler population steadily 
rose. Numbers reached more than 1,000 pairs by 2001, 
expanding beyond the northern Lower Peninsula to areas 
in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, Wisconsin and Ontario. 
Currently, the Kirtland’s warbler population is estimated 
to be more than 2,300 pairs, more than double the goal 
identified in the species’ recovery plan. The population 
has exceeded recovery goals for the past 17 years and 
continues to increase and expand its range.

The Kirtland’s Warbler Breeding Range Conservation 
Plan was developed in 2015 and is now the guiding 
management strategy for the species. Additionally, 
funding and other commitments to habitat management 
and cowbird control are in place to ensure continued 
conservation actions in the absence of ESA protections.

DEC–JAN 19–20 8



BY APRIL RAVER
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B IR D ING 
RESOLUTIONS19

2020
19 Start small: Set a goal to 

find as many birds as you 
can in your yard or local 

park. Can you find more birds than 
you have in previous years?

18 Focus on a particular type of 
bird: Set a goal to find every 
species from a specific bird 

family in one year. For example, set a goal 
to see every kind of owl found in Indiana.

17 Go beyond backyard birds: 
Set a goal to find fifteen new 
species in one year. Alter-

natively, set a goal to find at least 
one new bird species each month.

16 Flock together: Set a goal 
to meet five new birders, 
whether in person or by joining 

a Facebook group or birding list.

15 Deepen your birding knowl-
edge: Set a goal to attend new 
birding conferences/festivals. 

We recommend the Indiana Dunes 
Birding Festival as a great place to start!

14 Learn to bird by ear: Set 
a goal to learn to identify 
ten new species of birds 

by sound by the end of the year.

13 Help declining bird numbers: 
Set a goal to introduce five 
new people to bird-centered 

conservation – such as the effects of feral 
cats, window collisions, and other human 
influences that shift bird populations.

12 Keep learning: Set a 
goal to learn twelve 
new facts about birds. 

There's always more to learn!

11 Switch up the birding routine: 
Set a goal to see how many bird 
species you can find specifically 

while on foot, by bike, or by car. Have 
fun with it! For example, how many birds 
can you find flying overhead, or just 
sitting on a telephone wire or pole?

10 Use eBird: Set a goal to try a 
mix of eBird challenges. Can 
you post an eBird checklist 

every day of the year? How about 
posting one list for every county in the 
state – or every state in the country?

09 Travel futher: Set a goal 
to find at least one bird 
species in every county 

in the state, or in every state park. 
Or go big and set a goal to visit and 
list birds in two new countries.

08 Embrace your inner-shut-
terbug: Set a goal to see 
how many different bird 

species you can photograph in a year. 

07 Don't get cooped up – step 
outside: Set a goal to spend at 
least 20 minutes outside each 

day enjoying birds and nature. Or, set 
a goal to take a nature break in a local 
park or greenspace at least once a week.

06 Be a night owl: Set a goal to 
see how many bird species 
you can find after dark.

05 Help as a citizen scientist: 
Set a goal to participate 
in two bird counts, 

such as the Big May Day Count 
and the Christmas Bird Count.

04 Don't let the dayjob get you 
down: Set a goal to see how 
many species of birds you 

can find only while at work or school.

03 Share your birding love with 
others: Set a goal to take at 
least one new person birding 

with you each month of the year.

02 Help kids discover 
birding: Set a goal to 
introduce five children 

to the joy of birding in one year.

01 Use your greenthumb: Set a 
goal to introduce at least five 
native plants in your yard to 

increase natural bird habitat and help 
support declining bird populations.

FOR

It’s natural to make unrealistic 
resolutions about weight loss 
and finances, so change it up 

and set some new birding goals 
for yourself in 2020 that you can 

easily accomplish! When the clock 
strikes midnight on December 

31, 2019, what birding resolutions 
will you make? Let us know!
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5…4…3…3...2...1! 
The clock strikes midnight! 

Somewhere in the states, a birder walks 
through the pines deep in a dark forest. They 

listen and watch for movement amongst the branches. 
Suddenly – a sound. Yes, there it is – a hoot. They listen 

carefully and there it is again – a Barred Owl calling out in the 
night to ring in the New Year. The birder quickly logs the owl as 

their first species for 2020. And with that, their Big Year has begun.

What is a “Big Year”, you may ask? A Big Year occurs when a 
person – either formally or informally (following ABA rules) 

tries to identify as many bird species they can in one calendar 
year, within a county, state, country, or even worldwide! 

Sound like fun? Then join fellow birders all over the globe, 
and complete a Big Year of your own for 2020!

Want to set some of your own birding goals for 2020, 
but find the idea of a Big Year too intimidating? 

Try one or more of these ideas for your 
New Year’s birding resolution.



DEC–JAN 19–20

TIMING
Typical Time to Bird 
Site: 2–8 Hours

Best Time to Bird: 
April and May are 
great times for spring 
migrants. Summer is 
good for the usual 
forest breeding 
species.

Hours: Tuesday – 
Saturday, 9am-7pm. 
Sunday, Noon-5pm

GETTING THERE
Address: 551 N. Boeke 
Rd. Evansville, IN 47711

Directions: Enter 
Wesselman Park; stay 
to the right. Once you 
reach the forest, the 
road takes a sharp left. 
After a quarter mile, 
the entrance will be on 
the right.

SITE LOGISTICS
Admission: $5/person

Ownership: The 
woods is owned by 
the City of Evansville 
but is managed by 
Wesselman Nature 
Society

Restrictions: The trails 
are only accessible 
when the nature center 
is open. This limits 
early and late birding, 
but you can bird the 

edge of the woods 
from the park roads. 
During the warmer 
months, insects can be 
a bother so bring bug 
spray.

Accessibility: Some of 
the trails are accessible 
to wheelchairs and 
strollers.

Nearby Amenities: 
The nature center has a 
restroom and an indoor 
bird viewing area. 

CONTACT INFO
Website: 
wesselmanwoods.com

Phone Number: (812) 
479-0771

eBird Hotspot Link: 
ebird.org/hotspot/
L2754836

BY NEIL BOGAN
Wesselman Woods is a 200-acre old growth 
bottomland forest found on Evansville’s east 
side. It contains remnants of the Wabash-Erie 
canal and is a great example of a pre-settlement 
Indiana forest. The woods contain many 
species of trees, including maples, hickories, 
elms, and oaks. The forest is home to some 
of Indiana's largest trees, with a canopy more 
than 100 feet tall. Wesselman’s also contains an 
extensive understory made mostly of paw-paws, 
spicebush, and hackberry.

Wesselman Woods has more than six miles of 
trails that give visitors plenty of views of the 
forest. The trails cover several different habitats, 
including a seasonal pond, secondary growth 
forest, a small prairie, and a manmade pond. The 
biggest draw to the property is the old growth 
forest which hosts many bird species during 
migration. The nature center also has a very 
nice bird feeding area that is easily accessible. 
Wesselman Woods is an excellent migrant trap 

that brings in many species during 
April and May. You can usually find 
thrushes, warblers, tanagers, and 
grosbeaks in abundance during 
spring migration. The woods also 
have nesting Barred and Great 
horned Owls, and Wood Ducks 
nest at the seasonal pond. During 
the summer months, tanagers and 
vireos commonly nest in tallest of 
the forest trees. All the usual species 
of woodpeckers can be found in the 
woods, as well as several species of 

flycatchers during the spring and 
summer.

Wesselman Woods has hosted 
some rarities in the past. A Varied 
Thrush was seen for several weeks 
at the bird feeding area near the 
nature center during the winter of 
2012-13. Red Crossbills were found 
in March of 2013. Other interesting 
finds during migration have included 
Black-throated Blue, Cape May, and 
Connecticut Warblers. 

INDIANA BIRDING 
HIGHLIGHT

W E S S E L M A N  W O O D S 
N A T U R E  P R E S E R V E
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