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     Hi, my name is Juan Velasquez, 11 years 
old and this is my experience of Sax-Zim 
Bog. The reason I chose to go to the bog 
was because I was inspired by the Great 
Gray Owl. So, here’s my trip. 

    We arrived at the airport early in the 
morning. We went through the steps of 
security which were: getting smelled by 
a dog, taking our coats and shoes off, and 
then walking through the scanner. After 
that we got out our plane tickets and 
boarded the plane. The plane took us 
to Minneapolis. It was about two hours 
to get there. Then we got on another 
plane which took us to Duluth. It was 
only about half an hour to get there, so 
it didn’t take long. 

     We stayed in Duluth at Days Inn. It took 
at least 45 minutes to get to the bog from 
Duluth. We stayed at the welcome center 
for a bit. We saw Pine Grosbeaks, Canada 
Jays, now known as the Gray Jay, Pileated 
Woodpeckers, Hairy Woodpeckers, and 
Black Capped Chickadees. 

     Then we went to the Admiral feeders 
which was on Admiral Road. There were 
lots of Black Capped Chickadees eating 
the crunchy peanut butter. Then came 
the Boreal Chickadee. It had a brown cap 
with deep rust on the sides. It started to 
get dark, so we head to the hotel. When 
we were driving, though, we saw a bunch 
of people taking pictures on the side of 
road. I scanned the perimeter and I saw 

the Great Gray Owl. We turned around, 
and the Great Gray was still there and 
we got great pictures of it. My dad and 
I went on the road and then we found a 
second Great Gray Owl all by ourselves. 

     We headed to a Mexican restaurant 
called Maya. Got back to our hotel, set 
our alarm, and went to bed.     

The Next Day 

     We woke up at 6 am in the morning. 
We ate breakfast at the hotel and 
headed out. The roads were terrible. 
We reached Mary Lou’s Feeders. We 
saw lots of Evening Grosbeaks, Black-
capped Chickadees, and a Fox sparrow.  
Then we went on McDavitt Road and 
scanned for owls, but found nothing. 
After that we went to the board walk. 
There we saw a Boral Chickadee and 
a White-winged Crossbill. We refueled 
at a gas station and went birding a 
little more. Around 4 o’clock we went 
to Buffalo Wild Wings and watched the 
Colts game there. We cut birding short 
that day so we didn’t miss the Colts 
playoff game. We went back to our hotel 
and fell asleep. 

Our Last Day

     We woke up at 5am and goton the 
road and started birding. We found a 
Snowy Owl on a telephone pole. We 
drove around some more through the 
bog searching for a Hawk Owl. A few 

nice people looking at the Snowy Owl 
told us to try McDavitt Road for the 
hawk owl and to find a small snow 
covered trail. We started walking on a 
trail for 20 minutes into the woods and 
we found nothing. We turned around 
and went to our car and then walked 
the other way on another trail and we 
saw the Northern Hawk Owl. We only 
had a few hours to find the Northern 
Hawk Owl before we had to leave and 
finally found him. We started driving 
back to the airport, got our plane 
tickets, and got on the plane. Duluth 
to Minneapolis. Then Minneapolis to 
Indianapolis. That was our trip to Sax-
Zim Bog!  

by Juan Velasquez

SAX-ZIM BOG



Gray Jay by Juan Velasquez

Great Gray Owl by Juan Velasquez

Great Gray Owl

*  One of the tallest owls 
but weighs less than 

many other owl species

* Habitat includes dense 
taiga and boreal or 

mountainous forests of 
North America

*  Diet includes rodents, 
shrews, and small birds

*  Sometimes called the 
bearded owl due to 

white mustache below 
its bill

Snowy trail by Juan Velasquez

Did you know?
In May 2018, the 

American Ornithlogical 
Society officially changed 
the name of the Gray 
Jay to Canada Jay!



    We started this club in 2009 and 
over the past 10 years we have had a 
great time doing what so many of us 
love to do – bird!  And more impor-
tantly, we’ve been able to bird with 
a cause.  A cause that in my opinion 
is the single biggest thing that any 
of us can do to ensure the future of 
what we love is secure.  Our cause 
has been and will continue to be that 
of supporting the next generation of 
young birders and naturalists to cre-
ate future advocates for birds and 
wildlife!

    As any humble person knows, no idea ever comes to life without the support of others.  In fact, 
it is the amazing support that really deserves all credit for continuing to keep this club pushing 
forward for an entire decade!  Some have been around since the beginning and others have joined 
the fun along the way.  So many instrumental individuals bringing their amazing talents together 
to form one of the coolest organizations in the state – Indiana Young Birders Club!  Rob and 
Stephanie Ripma, Scott and Karen Arvin, Kenn and Kim Kaufman, John and Megan Velasquez, Amy 
and Carl Wilms, Sally Routh, Margaret Schwarz, Brad Bumgardner, April Raver, Amanda Smith, 
Sara McPhilip, Carrie Williams, Kimberly Ehn – THANK YOU SO MUCH for your amazing support 
over the years!  I hope that each of you can look back and feel that you have made a difference 
because, you certainly have!!

    Our young birders have been the heart and soul of our club.  I have watched so many of them 
grow up to become amazing birders!  I can recall so many of my first encounters with some of 
our core group of kids and how excited they were to point out a Carolina Chickadee or Gray Cat-
bird!  Landon Neumann, Alexandra Forsythe, Mathias Benko, Aidan Rominger, Jonathan Bontrager, 
Ceth Williams, Scarlett Arvin, Severin Arvin and, so many others.  These kids weren’t just casual 
members, they took our club seriously; after all, it’s their club!  They have led trips, organized 
events, promoted our club to other organizations and most importantly made our premiere event, 
the Indiana Young Birders Conference, a reality!  This past year, we had our 6th Indiana Young 
Birders Conference and it is this event that really highlights and gives focus to the amazing talent 
and abilities of our young birders and nature lovers!  Almost everything we’ve done has been initi-
ated by these kids!   A special thanks to each of them and the many others that have given me 
so many priceless memories that I will cherish forever! 

    Last but certainly not least, a HUGE SHOUT-OUT goes to the parents that took their child’s 
passion serious enough to get them to our events and entrust our club to fueling their desire to 
become better birders and future advocates for our environment.  In my book, you are Role Models 
to the parenting world!  Thank you!! 

    I now turn it over to Andy Belt as the new Chair of the Indiana Young Birders Club!  Con-
gratulations on your new role, Andy!  I am so excited to see what you and the team do next.  

        Happy Birding!

          Chad Williams

Thank you Chad Williams for TEN years of leading the IYBC!

Indiana Young Birders pose for a picture at the very first IYBC conference in 2013.



My name is Andy Belt, and I'm happy to 
announce that I'm your new chair for the 
Indiana Young Birders Club! I've lived in 
Indiana my whole life, and, whether I'm 
out hiking, camping, or birding, I love the 

outdoors. Birding has been a passion of mine 
for several years now. I've seen dozens of 
lifers, chased countless rarities, and met 
many other birders. Whether it's seeing a 
new bird or visiting an unexplored park or 
preserve for the first time, I'm always 

excited to share that passion with others. 
As 2019 
moves 

forward, 
I'm 

excited 
to begin 
the next 
chapter 

for IYBC!

“It took a few hours until 
we saw the Great Kiska-
dee, but once we did my 
breath was barely taken 
away. My mom gestured 
me to come look through 
the binoculars, I looked 

through and the first I saw 
was the bright yellow pop-
ping out at the top of the 
tree. It was so beautiful, 
and after everyone there 

had seen it we all cheered 
and I said, ‘It was worth 
the wait!’ I'll never forget 
the time I saw the Great 

Kiskadee.”

CHASING THE GREAT KIS� DEE

by Lily Forsberg  -- Age 10

Welcome Andy  Belt as IYBC Chair!

IYBC North Chapter Winter-Spring Event:

April 7, 2:00- 4:00 pm. Highland Heron Rookery: 

Looking for nesting Great Blue Herons and A 

nesting Great Horned Owl with expert Lake 

County birder, Matt Kalwasinski.

For directions and more info about the events, 

please contact North Chapter leader, Kim Ehn, 

at kmehn@comcast.net 

IYBC Indy Area Winter-Spring Event:

April 13, 10:00 am - Noon Southeastway Park:  Join 

IYBC Chair Andy Belt for a bird hike around this 

Indianapolis park in search of Spring migrants.   

For directions and more info contact Andy Belt at 

belt.andrew.t@gmail.com.

A Great Kiskadee was seen near Albion, Indiana in December and Jan-

uary .   This bird, which is usually seen down South, was a great rarity 

for Indiana.  Many birders made the trip to see the Great Kiskadee in 

their own state!  Lily Forsberg and her mom Allee were two of those 

who had the opportunity to view this beautiful bird.  Here is Lily’s 

drawing of the Great Kiskadee and her memory of the experience!

Upcoming IYBC Events



2018 

INDIANA YOUNG 

BIRDERS CONFERENCE

Teodelina Martelli,                     

2018 Keynote Speaker

Ceth Williams, 2018 Indiana 

Young Birder of the Year

Elizabeth Breidenbaugh,           

2018 Fledgling of the Year

2018 IYBC Presenters





IYBC 
Committee
Andy Belt, Chair

Scott Arvin

John Velasquez

Kim Ehn

Sarah McKillip

April Raver

Margaret Schwarz

Amanda Smith

Josh Hill

Jeff Canada

The IYBC is a community for young birders 

across the State of Indiana to come 

together and  support birding as a sport 

and to promote conservation initiatives 

that help sustain bird populations 

throughout the Americas.

email:     iybc@indianaaudubon.org

website:  www.indianayoungbirders.org

The Warbler is designed and edited by April Raver
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Special Thanks

The Indiana Young Birders Club would 

like to thank the following people and 

organizations for their support:

Indiana Audubon Society

Interested in writing for our newsletter? Do you have a 

picture or drawing you would like for us to share? Or, would 

you like to blog about some of your birding adventures with 

us on our blog site? If so, please email us, we would love to 

hear from you. iybc@indianaaudubon.org

IYBC Youth 
Advisors

Matthias Benko

Severin Arvin

Jonathan Bontrager

Youth Editors

Matthias Benko


