
e Cardinal is published six times a year by the Indiana Audubon Society, John Lindsey, Editor, E-mail:birdindiana@gmail.com

August / September 2016  |  USPS 129-810 Vol. 46, No. 4 |  ISSN 0162-8186

 
 

   

 

 

Dunes Area Fall Birding Series

In this issue...

www.indianaaudubon.org
 

facebook.com/IndianaAudubonSociety

Ruddy Turnstone • Mike Bourdon

page 3-4

page 5

page 2

AUG 21 - Nov 26 (see page 2 for details)

AUG 27 -  Cool Creek Nature Center  • Carmel, IN
IYBC Annual Conference

Sept 30 - OCT 2 • Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary

IAS Fall Birding Festival

UPCOMING EVENTS

DISCOVER

MEET A MEMBER

NOTEWORTHY PROJECTS

IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS

Kirk ROTH

Passenger Pigeon historical marker



Upcoming Events & NoteworthY Projects

IAS CARDINAL • August 2016 • Page 2

Have you registered for the Indiana Young Birders Conference on August 27? If 
not, it is not too late. Support those that will be protecting the birds and 
natural world that we all love! The day will be full with youth presentations, 
activities, and even includes a catered lunch by Moe's Southwest Grill! Nature 
lovers of all ages are invited and encouraged to attend!!!

2016 Indiana Young Birders Conference

Passenger Pigeon Historical Marker to be Erected

9/30-10/2 at Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary
Please join us at the bird sanctuary for a very special weekend loaded with 
birding workshops, �eld trips and bird study. Keynote speaker will be Neil 
Hayward.

In 2014, birders in Indiana commemorated the 100th anniversary of the passing of the last Passenger Pigeon. 
The Indiana Audubon Society is leading e�orts in partnership with the Indiana State Museum and Indiana DNR 
(Division of Nature Preserves) to erect a historical marker to the Passenger Pigeon. 

Indiana Audubon Society is proud to sponsor this historical marker to the Passenger Pigeon. IAS hopes that you 
too will support the project by making a contribution commemorating this amazing species and its tragic 
decline from billions to none. 
To dontate to this worthy cause, please visit https://www.gofundme.com/2gagz6dw  
Passenger Pigeon artwork by Kristina Knowski: 
KristinaKnowski.com or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/KristinaKnowskiArts

To register for this all-ages event, please visit http://www.indianaaudubon.org and click on Indiana Young Birders

2 0 1 6  F A L L  F E S T I V A L



Indiana’s Important Bird Areas
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Have you checked out the Important Bird Areas (IBA) on our IAS website? It’s a drop down 
from the Birds tab. There are 3 links presented in the overview information provided. The �rst 
invites you to learn where to bird watch in Indiana and brings you to a map and locations 
grouped by geography. The second suggests that you view the progress of the IBA initiative 
throughout the country. If you use this link, it will take you to the National Audubon Society 
(NAS) website, but you need to also click on Conservation, Important Bird Areas in the drop 
down menu, and select Indiana. The third is a highlighted box that asks “Looking for the 
Important Bird Areas of Indiana?” This list is where I started my research journey. And I 
wondered what is an “Important Bird Area”? I took a side road to the National Audubon 
Society website (www.audubon.org) to read a description that an IBA is a place that provides

essential habitat for one or more species of bird, and includes sites for breeding, wintering, and/or migrating birds. The organization has 
designated more than 2700 IBAs in the US, involving 400 million acres of habitat. “IBAs have the unique power to unite people, commu-
nities, and organizations in proactive bird conservation, one place at a time,” stated Frank Gill, President Emeritus, NAS.
As near as I can �gure, this was the process. First, IBAs were identi�ed within a state, and a coordinator constructed a list. A state 
committee reviewed the list and approved state status. This data was evaluated by NAS and Prioritized for Conservation action gave 
some IBAs continent or global status. 
The Indiana program was initiated in 1998 with volunteer coordinators. An Indiana IBA Technical Committee of leading state ornitholo-
gists, ecologists, and conservationists was formed. This committee isn’t listed online and my inquiries hit dead ends. In January 2005, the 
�rst full-time coordinator, James Cole, was hired as Director of Bird Conservation. By September, the �rst 13 state IBAs were identi�ed. In 
early 2006, 13 more sites were added, and in 2007, 14 sites were identi�ed for a total of 40 Indiana IBAs. In 2009, Cole was succeeded by 
Dr. Ross Brittain, who had a two-year funded position. One more IBA was added in 2010 and a speci�c conservation plan was complet-
ed for Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area. He left in 2012, but was kind enough to return my email. He explained that because of lack of 
funding more conservation plans couldn’t be completed.
Indiana has 16 global sites: Big Oaks NWR, Chinook FWA & Chinook Mine, Cowles Bog-IDNL, Goose Pond/Beehunter Marsh FWA, 
Hillenbrand FWA, Hoosier NF-Pleasant Run, Jasper-Pulaski FWA & surrounding Areas, Kankakee River FWA, Kankakee Sands Project and 
surrounding Areas, Lynnville-Squaw Creek Mine Complex, Monroe Lake, Patoka River NWR, Sugar Creek Valley, Universal Mine, Willow 
Slough FWA, and Yellowwood SF.
Indiana has 25 state status sites. The IAS website has included these in its List of Birding Site Guides and Important Areas. They are 
separated into regional zones (NW, NC, NE, WC, C, EC, SW, SC, SE) and include 33 non-IBAs, and on the website the Stateline/Calumet 
Region IBA is divided into 3 sites.
Each of the IBAs has a NAS link to a map that outlines the site location, and an NAS link to a report that details species and selection 
criteria. Some of the IBAs and all of the non-IBAs have a Site Guide that includes a description, directions, overview of birds found there, 
and general site information. This information was authored by Kenneth J. Brock and references his Birds of the Indiana Dunes, Revised 
Edition (1997).  
The NAS website states, “Each priority site requires a speci�c conservation plan.” www.audubon.org/conservation/saving-import-
ant-bird-areas 
While he was the Indiana IBA Director, Dr. Ross Brittain co-authored “Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area: A Bird Conservation Plan, A 
5-year Adaptive Management Strategy” with Brad Feaster (GPFWA Property Manager) and Lee Sterrenburg (Sassafras Audubon 

by Kimberly Ehn

Society), which is available online.
The plan targeted 11 species to serve as surrogates for di�erent habitats and avian guilds: 
Least Tern, Northern Bobwhite, Northern Pintail, Ring-necked Duck, Blue-winged Teal, King 
Rail, American Bittern, Greater Yellowlegs, Wilson’s Snipe, Pectoral Sandpiper, and Least 
Sandpiper. The focus was to provide nesting habitat for Least Tern and migratory/winter 
stop-over for wetland birds. It seems like a lot of habitat restoration and hydrology manipula-
tion has encouraged many di�erent species to be observed there. So I checked eBIrd records 
for the Least Tern and a high count of 8 was seen in 2016 and 2015 at several hotspots.
his IBA site, along with the other State Fish and Wildlife properties: Chinook FWA, Hillen-
brand FWA, Jasper-Pulaski FWA, Kankakee River FWA, and Willow Slough FWA, are covered 
under the “Indiana Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy” that was completed in 
2005 under contract by D. J. Case and Assoc. with Dr. Catherine Gremillion-Smith as the

Western Sandpiper • Aidan Rominger • GPFWA

Black & white Warbler • Photo: John Lindsey
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Project Coordinator. The document looks at 8 habitat types: agriculture, aquatic systems, barren 
lands, developed lands, forested lands, grasslands, subterranean systems, and wetlands. Then it 
ranks the threats and high priority conservation actions in each for vertebrate and invertebrate 
animals. It also lists species of Greatest Conservation Need within each habitat. Under Aquatics, 
the conservation action is to protect nesting and foraging areas from human disturbance in order 
to ensure successful nesting and foraging by Bald Eagles, Osprey, Peregrine Falcon, Least Tern, 
Black Tern and potentially Piping Plovers. A check on eBird showed at least 10 locations through-
out the state where the Piping Plover was observed. Goose pond FWA was the only site to ful�ll 
this potential of the 2005 Plan.15 at several hotspots. Black Tern and potentially Piping Plovers. A 
check on eBird showed at least 10 locations throughout the state where the Piping Plover 

was observed. Goose pond FWA was the only site to ful�ll this potential of the 2005 Plan.

Cowles Bog, part of Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore (IDNL), is not only an Important Bird Area, it is a National Natural Landmark, too. 
There are 19 species listed from an assessment dated 2008. Local birder, Randy Pals, suggested that the data may have come from 
2000-2005 eBird checklists to which he and several others contributed. While the National Lakeshore is currently undergoing restoration 
e�orts to return the area to wet-mesic prairie, there is no conservation plan available online to the public. I checked on the internet and 
found that Lake plain wet-mesic prairies are encouraging to Henslow’s Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Short-eared Owl, American 
Bittern, Northern Harrier, Wilson’s Phalarope, King Rail, and Dickcissel.

The Indiana page (http://netapp.audubon.org/IBA/State/US-IN) describes its IBAs as a Volunteer Initiative that depends on citizen 
science, citizen stewardship and public engagement. Actions should/could be 1) helping to organize and conduct IBA surveys and �eld 
trips, and 2) adopting an IBA. 3) advocating on behalf of the IBA through monitoring, addressing threats, evaluating habitat conditions, 
restoring habitat, developing conservation plans/easements, and/or presenting IBA for potential partners. It seems there are birders 
that do each and all of these. 
 

The Indiana Dunes Birding Festival 
will be held will be held Thursday, 
May 4th through Sunday, May 7th, 
2017. Please visit:
www.indunesbirdingfestival.com 
for updates or 'Like' us on
Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/indunesbirdingfestival

"Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in 
and pray in, where nature may heal and give strength to 
body and soul."  - John Muir

SAVE THE DATE!

Canada Warbler • Photo: Matt Beaty



MEET A MEMBER
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The patient eye and observant birder always gets the worm.  If you’re wishing to seek out that 
rare bird, it probably doesn’t hurt to have Kirk Roth around.  Meet Kirk!
1)  Tell us a little about yourself?
I live in Indianapolis and I'm an environmental scientist for Corradino, LLC, which is a consul-
tant in the transportation industry.  My job has the bene�t of getting me into �eld work all 
over the state.  I went to Hanover College for my undergraduate work where I studied 
Henslow's Sparrows at Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge, and then Ball State University for 
my Masters Degree work pertaining to Cerulean Warblers at Big Oaks and the Hoosier 
National Forest.  I feel fortunate to have studied two "Indiana specialties" in depth.

2) What drew you into birding and birds?

Kirk Roth

Like a lot of birders, I began in my backyard.  Without a doubt, my favorite book as kid was the National Geographic Field Guide, and 
I was thrilled to discover that I could match the illustrations to real life birds.  I had always been captivated by whatever I saw out in 
nature, and my dad really fostered that by taking me on lots of nature walks both around our town and throughout southeastern 
Indiana.  It was a challenge to me to �gure out exactly what I was seeing out there, but birds have a special draw because of how 
accessible, interesting, and easily viewed they are.  And then when I was twelve, I started a bird list and it was said and done after that 
- I was a birder.

3) What are your favorite birding sites in Indiana?  Outside of Indiana?
I think my favorite spots feature a combination of good memories and lots of species potential.  Close to home, Eagle Creek Park is 
probably my "default" birding location.  The size and variety of habitats make it a great location no matter if I'm in the mood for 
waterbirds, warblers, or just a leisurely hike.
My favorite place in the state is probably Goose Pond.  My experience �nding the Spotted Redshank is probably one that I won't equal 
again (although I'll continue to try!), but also there are so many unique species there that the location is permanently associated with 
them for me.  I always look forward to my �rst Black-necked Stilt of the year or hearing Least Bitterns there.  And I have great memo-
ries of true birding spectacles - with cranes, waterfowl, or shorebirds - of which Goose Pond was the host.  I've done shorebird and 
marsh bird surveys there, as well as butter�y and dragon�y surveys, which really get you out and about the property.  
Outside of Indiana, there are almost too many places to list - I want to go back to them all!  My �rst international trip was to Belize, 
and one of the places we stayed was DuPloy's Jungle Lodge.  You could have breakfast overlooking the canopy and see all kinds of 
colorful tanagers, toucans, and tropical birds all while enjoying your co�ee.  That was the trip that got me addicted to travel.
 
4) Spotted Redshank in Indiana... tell us about the find?
Finding the state's �rst Spotted Redshank in 2013 was without a doubt the most thrilling birding experience I've ever had.  It wasn't 
just that the bird was so rare, but that so many people were able to see it.  It became another one of those "Goose Pond Spectacles," 
and so it not only provided "biological excitement" but it was a social event as well!
It almost didn't happen - although if I didn't �nd that bird it’s likely someone else would have.  I had work to do that afternoon in 
Greene County, and so I decided that rather than sleep in, I should use the few hours of free time to pick up that beloved �rst 
Black-necked Stilt of the season.  And even when I arrived, I was wa�ing on which shorebird spot to spend my precious little time, so I 
might have gone to the "wrong" spot!  But more than anything, what really paid o� was the decision to check out all of the "normal" 
yellowlegs out there.  Although a Spotted Redshank in breeding plumage is truly unique among birds, this one was in basic plumage 
and at a quick glance looks much like a orange-legged version of a yellowlegs... and blends in with them surprisingly well.  Always 
look at every bird you can!  There are dozens of reasons to do that - but a rare Eurasian shorebird is certainly one of them!
And as if that all weren't great enough, after almost a month's absence, I found the bird again - this time in its distinctive spotted 
black summer plumage!  I had stopped at a �eld where some folks were looking at a White-faced Ibis that happened to show up, and 
again I decided to take my eyes o� the "target" and scan the shorebirds.  "Hey guys," I said, “did you notice this black shorebird?"  I 
could hardly believe it.
I'm thankful to that little shorebird that during the course of what must have been an epic journey, when it was just doing what it 
needs to survive, it allowed us to glimpse a little bit of its world and experience a great wonder that otherwise would have been 
missed.

by Brad
Bumgardner
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5) You serve on the Bird Records Committee.  Explain its role and what you do?  
This is my third year on the Indiana Bird Records Committee (IBRC) and this year I'm the chair.  The main responsibility of the IBRC is to 
maintain the Indiana checklist of bird species, but we're probably best known for reviewing and collecting records of rare or unusual 
birds in the state.  I think of the IBRC as the historians of ornithology in the state.  It’s our duty to be custodians of these records; when I 
take action on the committee, I do so with future birders and ornithologists in mind.  Ultimately, they are the ones who most bene�t 
from our work today, just as we bene�t from the records kept by our predecessors.   

6) Lastly, what's your dream birding destination someday?
 Again, it’s impossible to pick just one!  I'm really looking forward to getting to southern Arizona again this year, especially to see the 
Chiricahua Mountains and "sky island" birds like the Mexican Chickadee.  There has been a nice string of rarities in that area this 
summer, so I hope some of them remain reliable for awhile longer.  In a few years, I'm hoping to make it to Norway - I've never been to 
Europe and I think the "Maine-like" setting of that country might make for a really enjoyable introduction.  Of course, if money 
weren't a consideration, there is a whole world of places out there.  I've wanted to go on an African safari ever since I knew they 
existed - that is probably my lifelong dream.  
I love travel.  Travel is one of the more enriching and educational things we can do - not only as birders, but as human beings.  Its 
unfair that the world is so big, yet life is so short.

Jane Hine was an early Indiana birder who documented 
birds she saw and kept birding journals. She contributed 
over 400 bird sightings in the 1880s and 1890s that is now 
part of the North American Phenology Bird project on 
USGS.gov. She contributed to Amos Butler’s “Birds of 
Indiana.”  She wrote at articles for newspapers and maga-
zines and lectured on conservation.  She also wrote 
poetry. Jane was also a member of the National Ornitholo-
gy Society. 

The patient eye and observant birder always gets the worm.
If you’re wishing to seek out that rare bird, it probably
doesn’t hurt to have Kirk Roth around.

The Swale • The Watery Road to Heron Town by Jane Brooks Hine (1831-1916)   
                                                               No barren road

Leads travelers on
Its dusty way

To Heron Town:
But Tangled willows,

Sweet swamp roses,
Sword grass meadows,

Bogs of rushes,
Wild flag blossoms,

Wiry sedges,
Stately cat-tails,
Ferns and mosses
Line all the road
That stretches on

Its swaly path
To Heron Town
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