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The Indiana Audubon Society is excited to announce the 2016 Spring Festival!

We have scaled-down the festivities to an evening gathering and a one-day event to accommodate the Dunes 
Festival the following weekend; however, there will be lots of birding, bird hikes, bird banding, a bird documentary, 
information about the Migratory Bird Treaty (which is in its centennial year) and of course food and fellowship. 
Please join us for a bird-inspired weekend at the Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary (Please note the name of the place---also 
birdy).
Registration is online now! Or, download the forms that can be found on the left-hand side of this page. We look 
forward to seeing you!

• Friday Evening
Pull up your camper, set up your tent, or check-in to your hotel room. After that, join Carl and Amy Wilms for a 
cheese and wine/punch reception!
7:00 PM - 9:00PM - Meet and Greet Reception with Cheeses Made Locally!
Carl and Amy Wilms invite attendees to join them for an evening reception at Brooks Hall. There will be light music, 
locally made cheeses, and wine. Relax by the �re to catch up, talk about birds and recent trips, or just get to know 
one another. Have kids with you? There will be an interactive competition during the reception that youth will totally 
enjoy!!

• Saturday Morning
6:00 AM – 8:00 AM -Breakfast & Birdsong– Pancakes and Bacon Anyone?
The festival would not be a MGBS festival without a traditional breakfast with our faithful chefs (Carl, Tim, Bill H, Bill C 
and Michael). Bring your binocs and your smile and wake up with the birds over a cup of co�ee or tea, pancakes, 
bacon and fresh fruit.
7:30 AM - Bird Walk with Ryan Slack – Warblers are Here!
Walks at the Sanctuary are as delightful as the birds. Ryan has been birding the Sanctuary since he was a child so he 
knows some sweet spots. It is not unusual to observe more than 100 species at the Sanctuary. Not bad! Please join 
us for a morning walk and as we begin compiling the species list.
9 AM - The Big Sit & Bird Banding - with Amy Wilms
Front porch fellowship and birding. The goal will be to list what birds are seen from the front porch, bird blind, 
around Brooks Hall, and at the Sanctuary. We will again this year have a net and band a few of our feathered friends. 
All banded birds are added to the banding lab's scienti�c database.
12:00 PM - Lunch
Join us at noon for a hot lunch! The lunch is provided by the Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary Committee and is part of your 
registration fee, so meet us at the barn for a mid-day gathering around the grill (we will have hamburgers, brats and 
veggie burgers, slaw, potato salad, chips, etc.).
2:00 PM - FABULOUS FAKAHATCHEE of the Everglades region
The only neotropical area of the continental U.S., where north meets south for �ora and fauna. Called the orchid, fern 
and bromeliad capitol of U.S. Also home to wood storks, spoonbills, mangrove cuckoos and Florida panthers. Meet 
in Brooks Hall.
After the presentation, you are free to walk the Sanctuary grounds to bird or botanize; the Sanctuary not only has 
great birds, but also great plants!"           
                       (cont. next page)
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The Sanctuary not only has great birds, but also great plants! The skunk cabbage will have completed blooming, 
however a few spring ephemerals will still be displaying their petals (dewy, delicate petals are as stunning as 
birds). Lastly, we wouldn’t want to miss an opportunity to share important and fun conservation news, so tidbits 
of information will be available along the trails to add to your bird brain library.
3:30 - 4 PM – Birding Trail with Matthias Benko
Matthias has erected bird houses speci�c to di�erent bird species throughout the property and is excited to share 
the ins and outs of his Eagle Scout project with you. Walk and talk with Matthias as he guides us through the 
various interesting habitats that birds occupy at the Sanctuary, and learn where speci�c birds live and why.

•Saturday Evening

5:30 PM – Dinner, Dessert and & Movie
Join us for a bowl of chili, cheese and chips, and to view a very entertaining movie about birds called The Messen-
ger,  “an engaging, visually stunning, emotional journey, one that mixes its elegiac message with hopeful notes 
and unique glances into the in�uence of songbirds on our own expressions of the soul. On another level, The 
Messenger is the artful story about the mass depletion of songbirds on multiple continents, and about those who 
are working to turn the tide”. Attendance to view the Messenger is free! Folks who would like to enjoy the movie 
only, are welcome at no cost.

7 PM - Fellowship in Brooks Hall or around the campfire & and end to the structured festival activities.
You are welcome to spend the night in the campground and enjoy the Sanctuary on your own on Sunday.

Continued from Page 2

May 5-8, 2016

Indiana Dunes
  Birding Festival

Indiana Dunes
  Birding Festival

www.INDUNESBIRDINGFESTIVAL.com
May 5-8, 2016

IAS CARDINAL • April 2016 • Page 2



Meet an IAS Member
By Brad Bumgardner
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Chasing Kestrels in
Central Indiana: 

Meet Mark Welter!
Mark Welter is our most recent Meet a Member.  Mark, and 
his wife, Lori, live in the Indianapolis area where he manages 
a popular gun shop..  Like Mark, IAS members are found in all 
ends of the state.  
Meet Mark…
 
What drew you to birding and how long have you been 
an IAS member?

I can't say what �rst drew me to birding; I have been interested in birds as far back as I can remember, probably since 
early grade-school age. I got serious about birding again in 2012, after an absence of several decades, and re-started 
my life list. What got me *back* into it was the need for a hobby that would provide both a mental and physical 
escape, where I could completely focus on something outside of my regular life and work stu�. I have been an IAS 
member since 2013. 
 
Do you have a spark bird or favorite bird species or groups?
The American Kestrel was my spark bird when I was a kid; I remember reading a story in a magazine about a pair 
raising their young in the attic of a family's home, and I was fascinated by the idea of something as wild as a falcon 
living in such close proximity to people. It's still a favorite bird of mine; I love birds of prey in general, and also enjoy 
waterfowl and shorebirds. 
 
What's your favorite Indiana locale to bird?
I am fortunate to live just a few miles from Eagle Creek Park, probably the best birding spot in all of Marion County, 
and I bird there frequently. Living in central Indiana means all of the state's prime birding locations are within easy 
driving distance, and I visit Goose Pond, Cane Ridge and the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore several times a year.
 
What member bene�t of being an IAS member do you enjoy most?
I am an IAS member because I believe its mission of conservation and education is of critical importance and 
deserves my support; member bene�ts are just a bonus. That being said, I do enjoy the �eld trips IAS puts on, includ-
ing the Indiana Dunes Birding Festival, as well as participating in the Christmas Bird Counts each year. 
 
What's your dream birding destination?
I have been primarily birding Indiana and the Midwest since resuming the hobby in 2012; now I am starting to think 
about traveling, and building my life list. The places I would most like to visit in the next few years would be Arizona, 
south Texas and southern California, simply because so many of the "regular" species found there would be lifers for 
me.   

(Editor’s note: Please welcome our newest recurring segment, Meet a Member.  We'll pro�le an individual member 
each issue, to highlight the great diversity of the IAS membership.  To nominate a member for a future article, please 
email Brad Bumgardner at bbumgardner@dnr.in.gov).



Birding with Sass
The Mud Lake Saga, PART 1

By Steve Sass

I’m somewhat reticent to tell people where I’m from. Sometimes I’ll say “Michigan City” and then correct myself to say “Long 
Beach,” but I now live in New Carlisle....only I don’t, it’s my mailing address, but I’m really closer to South Bend, and technically I 
live in an unincorporated area of St. Joseph County. No one ever knows how to answer me, and truth be told, I don’t know if I 
would know how to answer myself, so I’ll usually end the conversation by saying “I’m a lifelong resident of northern Indiana.”
Last fall, at a house warming party in Chicago for my longtime friend Gabe Gonzalez, someone asked me if I also followed his 
life’s course of joining the Peace Corp and traveling to exotic places. I thought for a second and replied, “No, I’ve mostly stayed 
behind to �ght The Battle of Bedford Falls.” (Kudo’s to you if you picked up on the It’s a Wonderful Life reference). In my formative 
years, it was the intention of most of my high school classmates, upon graduation, to move away never return except to visit and 
perhaps speak about how much they really don’t miss the place. Personally, I never really thought that northwest Indiana was 
particularly awful, and as I’ve aged, I’ve come to realize that if you really don’t care for your surroundings, you basically have 
three choices: you can move away (as many of my friends did), you can let it swallow you (as it did many other friends), or you 
can work to improve it.
Several months ago, a series of newspaper stories caught my eye. From the headlines, I learned that the city of South Bend was 
exploring options to sell Elbel Golf Course, which is located only a few miles from my house. Not really being much of a golfer, I 
mostly knew Elbel as a place that was bordered on the east by Primrose Road; a small section of formerly unpaved road that is 
known by thrill-seeking high-schoolers and ghost chasers as “the most haunted place in all of St. Joseph County.” It is however, 
known by me as a road that’s bordered by small strip of peaceful, undeveloped woodland where I can sometimes observe 
migratory waterfowl over the adjacent Mud Lake. I began paying closer attention to this story not because I’m particularly fond 
of golf courses, but because I am particularly fearful of public land being sold or exploited for private use, and like most of you, I 
too have seen the seemingly senseless destruction of the precious few amounts remaining of quality Hoosier land in the name 
of “progress.” In addition to being a popular spot for golf, hiking, sledding, birding and cross country skiing, Elbel Park is also 
home to at least four species of state listed plants, as well as the state endangered Blanding’s Turtle, and Sandhill Cranes, which 
are listed as a Species of Special Concern in the State of Indiana nest at Elbel Park. As it turned out, this story caught the atten-
tion of a great number of area residents, many of whom took it upon themselves to organize opposition to the sale of the park.  
This diverse group of people of assorted ages, professions and interests dubbed themselves “Elbel for Everyone” (E4E).  The initial 
objective of E4E was to halt the impending sale of Elbel Park to a private entity, and on January 25th, dozens of people, includ-
ing myself and other members of the South Bend/Elkhart Audubon Society, lined up in the South Bend City Council Chambers 
to voice our opposition to the sale.   The amount of public outcry was enough to convince the city council to halt the proposed 
sale of the park, and a commission was appointed to study the various aspects of Elbel Park, including but not limited to golf.  
The following weekend, I made a point to travel to Elbel to see what all the fuss was about.   It was deep winter in Indiana, but I 
was immediately struck with the beauty of the Mud Lake.  A lightbulb went o�, and I suddenly realized why this place was so 
important to so many people.  As I walked the 300+ acre park, I did what most of you reading this would have done.  I looked 
and listened for birds, and over the course of a couple of hours, I logged sixteen species into eBird.   My thoughts also frequently 
drifted to those in the community who were working so hard to save the place from development.  Clearly, they place a high 
value in the beauty of the nature that’s here, but how much do they really know about it?
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January Sunrise Over Mud Lake (Photo by Author)

When I returned home, I thought of di�erent ways in which I 
could channel all of the present energy and interest in the park 
into something educational.  My conclusion was to try to do 
weekly Sunday morning bird/ecology hikes that would be 
geared not only towards experienced birders, but also to new-
comers and families.  I once again turned to my friend and �ier 
creator extraordinaire Amanda Smith to help me design some 
attractive advertisements for the event, and on the following 
Sunday in February, eight people came out to learn about the 
birds and ecology of Elbel Park.  Among the people who attend-
ed was Mark Blassage, a recently relocated birder from Illinois. 
For the next month Mark, along with South Bend-Elkhart Audubon 
Education Chair Casey Zillman and myself, led weekly birding walks 
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January Sunrise Over Mud Lake 

Jo, Shayla and Steve Consult the Sibley Guide on a Sunday Elbel Birding Hike
(Paul Blasko photo)

(Photo by Author)

which were attended by as many as twenty people, many of whom had never birded before.
 To supplement our ecology hikes, botanist Scott Namestnik and I created a public program to discuss the history, ecology and 
importance of the kettle lakes of western Saint Joseph County.  Krista Baily from Indiana University South Bend’s Center for a Sustain-
able Future graciously agreed to host our event, which doubled as a meeting of the North Chapter of the Indiana Native Plant and 
Wild�ower Society. Sunday February 21st, following our weekly Elbel hike, Scott and I presented our two and a half hour program to 
more than 90 individuals from the community, including representatives from the city government as well as common council 
members.
By mid-March, the golf course had reopened, so our Sunday morning hikes had to be tempered, but not before 61 species of birds 
were logged at Elbel Park, many new friends were made and several people were introduced into the joys of birding.    However, even 
with all of this positive news, the futures of Elbel Park and Mud Lake are still very much uncertain, and at least at this point, the plans 
to sell or lease the property have only been tabled until further studies can be completed.  While it’s true that Mud Lake is a beautiful 
wetland that is home to at least �ve state listed plant and animal species, it faces threats not only from development, but also from 
invasive species and nearby agriculture, and a proper management plan must be put into place by whomever owns this property.
I hope to provide further updates on this situation in future columns, but the most important thing to remember is that e�orts to save 
high quality properties such as Elbel/Mud Lake are only possible because we have collectively done a better job of producing environ-
mentally conscious people who care more for nature than our forefathers did.  Let this story be an example to all of you out there who 
have ever led a hike, talked to a school or scout group, served on a not-for-pro�t, or worked in the environmental education �eld.  
Keep the faith friends.  Our hard work is making a di�erence.



Goose Pond enthusiast and IAS Brooks Award recipient, Lee Sterrenburg, welcomed more than 30 birders on a nota-
ble �eld trip to Goose Pond �sh and Wildlife Area on February 27th.   Notable because the event was a collaborative 
event with IAS and Friends of Goose Pond commemorating the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.   The outing was well 
attended by dignitaries connected to Goose Pond’s founding and the protection of migratory birds.
Lee �rst introduced special visitors to the group.  The head of Indiana’s Wetland Preserve Program/Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Jane Hardistsy, was present.  Hardisty’s organization was responsible for the restoration of 
Goose Pond.  Also in the group was Denise Held, who was the chief engineer of the restoration process.  One of the 
leading private farmers/conservationists of the GP project, Ray McCormick, was also present.  Lee also welcomed 
Jane and Bob Herndon, UAFQA law enforcement o�cers from Louisville who interdict wildlife/product smuggling.
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Lee then o�ered an unnecessary apology for sharing some thoughts on what we can do to support wildlife in Indiana 
and beyond.  
1. Birders should purchase IN DNR Sport Recreation License even if you are not a hunter/�sherman.  The funds collect-
ed through licensing directly support programs that bene�t wildlife and the funds raised in Indiana are partially 
matched with federal funds.  http://www.in.gov/dnr/�shwild/7491.htm
2. Purchase duck stamps.  These $25 stamps are a form of self-taxation that directly supports the development of 
National Wildlife Refuges and Fish and Wildlife Areas.  While hunters are required to purchase these stamps, birders 
should be aware that these funds support habitat development and preservation.  2.1 million stamps were 
produced…there should be one left for you. Lee also stressed the signi�cance of Goose Pond’s young history.  While 
the visitor’s center is slowly coming to fruition, wildlife does not seem to be waiting for its completion.  

• Of the 100 Whooping Cranes in the Eastern population, 23 were counted at GP this past Christmas Bird Count with a 
total of 54 in the lower Wabash valley.  That total number was greater than any other state in the nation.
• The bird species list for GP now stands at 275.
• The Spotted Redshank (a Eurasian species) visited GP twice in 2013.
The Pittman-Robertson Act was instrumental for the expansion of GP this past year.  Every one dollar contribution 
from license fees can be matched by up to $3 from the fund.

Lee then invited the group to visit the Friends of Goose Pond website  (http://www.friendsofgoosepond.org)  and to 
form carpools to go birding.  Short-eared owls escorted the train of cars for a brief period.  If readers have yet to visit 
Goose Pond, the exciting migratory season is upon us and the habitat is welcoming to all.

Friends of Goose Pond
IAS / MBTA: Goose Pond Field Trip

By Carl WIlms
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Hotspot of the Month
Highland Rookery (Cline Avenue Marsh) • Lake County, IN

By Matt Kalwasinski

For years, my wife and I would travel on Cline Avenue, which separates Highland and 
Gri�th, IN, and we would look west to an area that looked almost prehistoric. 
Although this vast area of dead trees looked lifeless from a distance, that could not be 
further from the truth. The Highland Rookery (known to some as the Cline Avenue 
Marsh) is a terri�c location to bird in Lake County Indiana. Since my �rst visit to the 
location in November 2009, I have recorded 110 di�erent species of birds. The site is 
an easy place to bird because of the raised walking/biking path that travels the south-
ern and western portions of the marsh. You can view the wildlife below and because 
of the raised path, you rarely disturb the birds. A spotting scope is recommended, but 

the Town of Highland recently installed two sets of permanent scopes for the public to use. There are also a handful 
of benches for people to sit down, relax, and just enjoy nature.
The site can be fairly quiet in the winter when the water freezes, but near the end of February and early March, you 
might be lucky to �nd a nesting Great Horned Owl. In the past six years, there has only been one year (2014) that 
there has not been a nesting owl at the rookery. When the nest is visible, you can see multiple owlets in and around 
the nest until they �edge; typically by the beginning of May.
Springtime at the rookery can be very busy. I have found 19 species of ducks here, and 
there can be large numbers of both Green and Blue-winged Teal, along with Northern 
Shovelers, Northern Pintails, Mallards, and Wood Ducks. With the dead trees, Red-head-
ed Woodpeckers are common, along with a few other species of woodpeckers.
Even though the woods to the south holds warblers and other passerines, one big 
highlight of the spring season is the nesting Great Blue Herons. Multiple nests are 
used, and you can easily set up a scope to enjoy the adults feeding their young in early 
May. You should also be ready to have Tree Swallows �y right above your head while 
you walk the path, as they are common visitors to this site.

The summertime, especially in mid to late June, is another great time to visit. If you 
arrive at sunrise, you will �nd the water �lled with Great Blue Herons, Great Egrets, 
and Black-crowned Night Herons. I have had many mornings where I can count over 
100 Great Blues (adults and juveniles), nearly as many Great Egrets, and two dozen 
Black-crowned Night Herons mixed in with the Wood Ducks and their young.
The fall can be much like the spring, as migration reverses its course, and it is not 
uncommon to have a Bald Eagle or two �y over the marsh sending the waterfowl 
into the air.
So if you are in Lake County and looking for a place to see a variety of birds in an 
easy-to-view environment, I suggest you visit the Highland Rookery in Highland, IN. 
With the abundance of waterfowl and nesting Great Blue Herons, including the 

possibility of a nesting Great Horned Owl, this site is a terri�c place to enjoy nature; either by taking a walk or simply 
sitting down to view the wildlife around you.
Location: Highland, IN – South of the 80/94 Expressway and West of Cline Avenue. On Cline Avenue (Exit 5 o� of 
80/94), head South to Highway Avenue and turn Right. Go two blocks to Liable Road and turn left. The parking lot 
will be on your right near LaPorte Street.
Matt Kalwasinski, who summarizes the data for the Indiana Audubon Society’s May Count, is a lifelong resident of Lake County and focuses a lot of his birding in 
Northwest Indiana. He often looks for new areas that are productive for birding in hopes of adding to the data collected by Ken Brock along with eBird. Addition-
ally, he loves camping with his family and exploring the continental United States with them in hopes of �nding new birds, while appreciating the beauty of the 
natural world.
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