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IAS Fall Birding Festival 
Filling to Capacity
by Brad Bumgardner

For	those	that	haven’t	heard	yet,	this	year’s	festival	is	
being	held	in	Indiana’s	oldest	state	park,	McCormick’s	
Creek	from	October	1-3,	2010.		The	Canyon	Inn	will	
serve	as	the	beautiful	backdrop,	amongst	the	big	
trees	and	waterfalls	of	this	amazing	state	park.		

The	keynote	speaker	Saturday	night	will	be	renowned	
bird	humorist	Al	Batt.		Al	Batt	is	a	writer,	storyteller,	
speaker,	and	humorist	who	entertained	folks	at	last	
year’s	Midwest	Birding	Symposium.		His	articles	
and	cartoons	are	syndicated	nationally	and	has	
written	jokes	for	a	former	President	of	the	United	
States.		You	won’t	want	to	miss	this	program!		

A	complete	agenda	is	below.		If	you	have	not	
registered	yet,	hurry!		IAS	believes	that	this	
festival	will	fill	to	capacity	and	late	registrations	
may	not	be	guaranteed	a	spot	in	this	year’s	
festival.	We	hope	to	see	you	in	October!

Friday, October 1 		
5:30pm	Registration	Open		
6pm	IAS	Board	Meeting	
7pm	IDNR	Indiana’s	Birds	of	Prey	Canyon	Inn

Saturday, October 2 		
7am	Goose	Pond	Birding	Tour	
7:30am	Monroe/Bloomington	Area	Birding	Tour	
8am	McCormick’s	Creek	SP	Birding	Tour	
1pm	IAS	Membership	Meeting	
2pm	Let’s	Go	Birding!		A	look	at	what	adults	
can	do	to	facilitate	youth	birding	growth.	
3pm	Radar	Ornithology	
4pm	Ins	and	Outs	of	Nature	Journaling
6pm	Al	Batt	IAS	Dinner	and	Keynote	Program	
9:15pm	Young	Birders	Movie	Night:	Hoot	

Sunday, October 3 		
8am	McCormick’s	Creek	SP	Birding	Tour	II	
10:30	The	Shorebirders	Twilight	
Zone	and	Freudian	Birds	
11am	Better	Birding	Photography	
12pm	Break	for	lunch,	on	your	own	
1pm	Steve	Gifford	Outdoor	Photo	Skills-	
one	on	one	with	Steve	Gifford	

Grant/Scholarship Deadline Approaching by Brad Bumgardner

The	Indiana	Audubon	Society	Mumford	and	Keller	Grants/Scholarship	Program	
deadline	is	fast	approaching.		This	program	is	for	individuals	and	organizations	
that	are	seeking	funding	for	activities	related	to	Indiana’s	natural	resources,	
particularly	those	related	to	Indiana’s	avifauna.		In	2010,	$2,500	has	been	set	
aside	for	applicants	in	many	categories,	including,	but	not	limited	to:	research,	
bird	preservation,	workshop	attendance,	and	youth	birding	activities.

Applications	for	fall	funding	are	due	by	September	1,	2010,	and	are	announced	at	
the	Fall	Birding	Festival	at	McCormick’s	Creek	State	Park.		Applications	and	more	
information	are	on	the	Indiana	Audubon	Society	website	(www.indianaaudubon.org).

Fall Migration Field Trip In Indianpolis
September 11, 2010

The	next	Indiana	Audubon	Society	Field	Trip	will	begin	at	Eagle	Creek	Park	adjacent	to	
Eagle	Creek	Reservoir	on	the	northwest	side	of	Indianapolis	11	September	2010.		This	
park	is	one	of	the	largest	municipal	parks	in	Indiana	and	a	traditional	central	Indiana	
birding	hotspot.		Over	the	years	this	park	has	been		very	productive	for	fall	warblers	and	
other	migrants	as	well	as	waterfowl	and	shorebirds	(depending	on	water	levels).		Almost	
anything	is	possible.		Gordon	Chastain,	local	birder	very	familiar	with	what	is	happening	at	
the	park	and	nearby	birding	spots,	will	guide	us	as	we	bird	the	park	area.		We	will	also	be	
sure	to	visit	the	new	state	of	the	art	Ornithology	Center	which	has	received	rave	reviews.

After	birding	Eagle	Creek,		Gordon	and	I	will	evaluate	the	weather,	current	bird	
movements,	and	presence	of	rarities,	and	decide	which	birding	hotspot	to	hit	next.		This	
could	include	the	Marion	College	Ecolab	wetlands,	Strawtown	Koteewi	(Prairie)	Park	in	
Hamilton	Co.,	or	whatever	other	park	area	provides	the	best	birding	opportunities.

We	will	meet	in	the	parking	lot	for	the	Ornithology	Center	near	the	north	end	of	Eagle	
Creek	Park	at	7:30	a.m.	(Indianapolis	time).		To	reach	the	parking	lot	take	the	71st	St.	exit	
off	I-65	and	head	west	and	south	into	the	park.		The	Center	is	less	than	¼	mile	from	the	
gatehouse	on	the	right	side	of	the	park	road.		There	is	a	$5.00	per	car	entrance	fee.		

So	be	prepared	for	a	half-day	of	birding	with	the	possibility	of	birding	until	
you	drop.		If	you	have	never	visited	Eagle	Creek	Park	or	any	of	the	other	local	
parks	you	are	in	for	a	treat.		We	really	would	like	to	see	you	there.

If	you	have	any	questions	feel	free	to	contact	me	at:			
abbird@att.net		or	call:		317-597-2459,	(cell)	317-562-2741

Alan	W.	Bruner

Indiana	Audubon	Society	Field	Trip	Chair
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Magee Marsh Trip Report
by Rob Ripma

A	group	of	about	40	Indiana	Audubon	Society	
members	went	on	a	field	trip	to	Magee	Marsh	
in	northwest	Ohio	from	May	21	to	May	24.		On	
the	morning	of	the	first	day	of	the	trip,	a	small	
portion	of	the	group	came	upon	a	very	special	
sighting	on	the	boardwalk	at	Maumee	Bay	State	
Park.		A	juvenile	Eastern	Screech-Owl	was	sitting	
in	a	tree	near	a	nesting	box,	and	as	the	group	
approached,	it	fell	out	of	the	tree	and	gently	
landed	in	the	leaves	below.	We	watched	from	a	
distance	as	it	climbed	back	up	the	tree	to	safety.	
When	the	group	stepped	closer,	we	realized	that	
we	had	been	under	the	watchful	eye	of	both	of	
its	parents.	Not	only	did	we	see	three	screech-
owls,	but	the	adults	represented	both	the	gray	
and	rufous	morphs.	

Later	that	afternoon,	we	received	a	call	that	a	
Kirtland’s	Warbler	was	spotted	at	Magee	Marsh.	
As	the	small	group	hurried	to	the	site	from	
Maumee	Bay,	the	rest	of	the	IAS	members	were	
en	route	to	Magee	Marsh	and	arrived	shortly	
after	the	first	group.		Within	minutes	of	arriving,	
the	Kirtland’s	Warbler	came	into	sight,	and	over	
the	next	half	hour,	the	entire	group	was	able	to	

view	this	beautiful	bird.	It	came	within	3	or	4	feet	
of	several	members	while	feeding,	and	many	
were	able	to	get	wonderful	photographs.

While	the	Kirtland’s	Warbler	was	the	biggest	
highlight	of	the	trip,	there	were	numerous	other	
birds	for	us	to	see.	We	started	early	Saturday	
morning	on	the	boardwalk	at	Magee	Marsh	and	
had	spectacular	views	of	quite	a	few	species.	
Some	of	the	notable	birds	for	the	morning	were	
both	Black-billed	and	Yellow-billed	Cuckoo,	and	
Connecticut,	Mourning,	and	Canada	Warblers.	
Unfortunately,	the	Connecticut	Warbler	was	not	
seen	by	everyone	and	was	missed	by	a	couple	of	
members	who	have	been	looking	for	one	for	a	
very	long	time.

After	lunch,	we	headed	to	Metzger	Marsh	to	try	
our	luck	with	some	marsh	birds.	As	soon	as	we	
began	driving	down	the	dike,	there	were	quite	
a	few	cars	stopped	on	the	side	of	the	road,	so	
we	decided	to	pull	over	and	see	what	they	were	
looking	at.	Just	as	they	told	us	that	they	had	
seen	one	of	the	recently	reported	Yellow-headed	
Blackbirds,	a	couple	members	saw	one	fly	across	
the	road	and	completely	disappear.	While	we	
were	unable	to	relocate	that	bird,	we	saw	both	
an	adult	and	immature	Black-crowned	Night-

Heron	and	an	American	Bittern.	Farther	down	
the	dike,	we	saw	a	few	Common	Moorhens,	
and	after	parking	at	the	end	of	the	road,	we	
scanned	the	beach	and	found	about	ten	Ruddy	
Turnstones	with	one	Dunlin.

Sunday	morning	was	another	early	start	at	the	
boardwalk,	but	the	birding	was	definitely	slower	
than	the	first	two	days	of	the	trip.	However,	
we	managed	to	find	a	couple	of	nice	flocks	
of	warblers.	While	the	birding	was	slow	all	
day,	everyone	enjoyed	the	great	weather	and	
wonderful	company!

On	Monday,	the	group	split	in	two.	Most	of	the	
group	went	to	a	park	outside	of	Toledo	called	
Oak	Openings,	where	they	found	Lark	and	
Grasshopper	Sparrows	and	Pine	and	Prairie	
Warblers.	A	smaller	group	took	another	trip	
to	the	boardwalk,	where	the	highlights	were	
Northern	Harrier	and	Acadian	Flycatcher.

Overall,	it	was	a	great	trip	with	fantastic	
participants.	We	ended	up	with	a	total	of	158	
species	over	the	4	days	we	were	in	Northern	
Ohio.		Plans	are	already	in	the	works	for	another	
field	trip	next	summer.		Stay	tuned	to	The	
Cardinal	for	updates!
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IAS Fall Birding Festival 
Filling to Capacity
by Brad Bumgardner

For those that haven’t heard yet, this year’s festival is 
being held in Indiana’s oldest state park, McCormick’s 
Creek from October 1-3, 2010.  The Canyon Inn will 
serve as the beautiful backdrop, amongst the big 
trees and waterfalls of this amazing state park.  

The keynote speaker Saturday night will be renowned 
bird humorist Al Batt.  Al Batt is a writer, storyteller, 
speaker, and humorist who entertained folks at last 
year’s Midwest Birding Symposium.  His articles 
and cartoons are syndicated nationally and has 
written jokes for a former President of the United 
States.  You won’t want to miss this program!  

A complete agenda is below.  If you have not 
registered yet, hurry!  IAS believes that this 
festival will fill to capacity and late registrations 
may not be guaranteed a spot in this year’s 
festival. We hope to see you in October!

Friday, October 1   
5:30pm Registration Open  
6pm IAS Board Meeting 
7pm IDNR Indiana’s Birds of Prey Canyon Inn

Saturday, October 2   
7am Goose Pond Birding Tour 
7:30am Monroe/Bloomington Area Birding Tour 
8am McCormick’s Creek SP Birding Tour 
1pm IAS Membership Meeting 
2pm Let’s Go Birding!  A look at what adults 
can do to facilitate youth birding growth. 
3pm Radar Ornithology 
4pm Ins and Outs of Nature Journaling
6pm Al Batt IAS Dinner and Keynote Program 
9:15pm Young Birders Movie Night: Hoot 

Sunday, October 3   
8am McCormick’s Creek SP Birding Tour II 
10:30 The Shorebirders Twilight 
Zone and Freudian Birds 
11am Better Birding Photography 
12pm Break for lunch, on your own 
1pm Steve Gifford Outdoor Photo Skills- 
one on one with Steve Gifford 

Grant/Scholarship Deadline Approaching by Brad Bumgardner

The Indiana Audubon Society Mumford and Keller Grants/Scholarship Program 
deadline is fast approaching.  This program is for individuals and organizations 
that are seeking funding for activities related to Indiana’s natural resources, 
particularly those related to Indiana’s avifauna.  In 2010, $2,500 has been set 
aside for applicants in many categories, including, but not limited to: research, 
bird preservation, workshop attendance, and youth birding activities.

Applications for fall funding are due by September 1, 2010, and are announced at 
the Fall Birding Festival at McCormick’s Creek State Park.  Applications and more 
information are on the Indiana Audubon Society website (www.indianaaudubon.org).

Fall Migration Field Trip In Indianpolis
September 11, 2010

The next Indiana Audubon Society Field Trip will begin at Eagle Creek Park adjacent to 
Eagle Creek Reservoir on the northwest side of Indianapolis 11 September 2010.  This 
park is one of the largest municipal parks in Indiana and a traditional central Indiana 
birding hotspot.  Over the years this park has been  very productive for fall warblers and 
other migrants as well as waterfowl and shorebirds (depending on water levels).  Almost 
anything is possible.  Gordon Chastain, local birder very familiar with what is happening at 
the park and nearby birding spots, will guide us as we bird the park area.  We will also be 
sure to visit the new state of the art Ornithology Center which has received rave reviews.

After birding Eagle Creek,  Gordon and I will evaluate the weather, current bird 
movements, and presence of rarities, and decide which birding hotspot to hit next.  This 
could include the Marion College Ecolab wetlands, Strawtown Koteewi (Prairie) Park in 
Hamilton Co., or whatever other park area provides the best birding opportunities.

We will meet in the parking lot for the Ornithology Center near the north end of Eagle 
Creek Park at 7:30 a.m. (Indianapolis time).  To reach the parking lot take the 71st St. exit 
off I-65 and head west and south into the park.  The Center is less than ¼ mile from the 
gatehouse on the right side of the park road.  There is a $5.00 per car entrance fee.  

So be prepared for a half-day of birding with the possibility of birding until 
you drop.  If you have never visited Eagle Creek Park or any of the other local 
parks you are in for a treat.  We really would like to see you there.

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at:   
abbird@att.net  or call:  317-597-2459, (cell) 317-562-2741

Alan W. Bruner

Indiana Audubon Society Field Trip Chair

Magee Marsh Trip Report
by Rob Ripma

A group of about 40 Indiana Audubon Society 
members went on a field trip to Magee Marsh 
in northwest Ohio from May 21 to May 24.  On 
the morning of the first day of the trip, a small 
portion of the group came upon a very special 
sighting on the boardwalk at Maumee Bay State 
Park.  A juvenile Eastern Screech-Owl was sitting 
in a tree near a nesting box, and as the group 
approached, it fell out of the tree and gently 
landed in the leaves below. We watched from a 
distance as it climbed back up the tree to safety. 
When the group stepped closer, we realized that 
we had been under the watchful eye of both of 
its parents. Not only did we see three screech-
owls, but the adults represented both the gray 
and rufous morphs. 

Later that afternoon, we received a call that a 
Kirtland’s Warbler was spotted at Magee Marsh. 
As the small group hurried to the site from 
Maumee Bay, the rest of the IAS members were 
en route to Magee Marsh and arrived shortly 
after the first group.  Within minutes of arriving, 
the Kirtland’s Warbler came into sight, and over 
the next half hour, the entire group was able to 

view this beautiful bird. It came within 3 or 4 feet 
of several members while feeding, and many 
were able to get wonderful photographs.

While the Kirtland’s Warbler was the biggest 
highlight of the trip, there were numerous other 
birds for us to see. We started early Saturday 
morning on the boardwalk at Magee Marsh and 
had spectacular views of quite a few species. 
Some of the notable birds for the morning were 
both Black-billed and Yellow-billed Cuckoo, and 
Connecticut, Mourning, and Canada Warblers. 
Unfortunately, the Connecticut Warbler was not 
seen by everyone and was missed by a couple of 
members who have been looking for one for a 
very long time.

After lunch, we headed to Metzger Marsh to try 
our luck with some marsh birds. As soon as we 
began driving down the dike, there were quite 
a few cars stopped on the side of the road, so 
we decided to pull over and see what they were 
looking at. Just as they told us that they had 
seen one of the recently reported Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds, a couple members saw one fly across 
the road and completely disappear. While we 
were unable to relocate that bird, we saw both 
an adult and immature Black-crowned Night-

Heron and an American Bittern. Farther down 
the dike, we saw a few Common Moorhens, 
and after parking at the end of the road, we 
scanned the beach and found about ten Ruddy 
Turnstones with one Dunlin.

Sunday morning was another early start at the 
boardwalk, but the birding was definitely slower 
than the first two days of the trip. However, 
we managed to find a couple of nice flocks 
of warblers. While the birding was slow all 
day, everyone enjoyed the great weather and 
wonderful company!

On Monday, the group split in two. Most of the 
group went to a park outside of Toledo called 
Oak Openings, where they found Lark and 
Grasshopper Sparrows and Pine and Prairie 
Warblers. A smaller group took another trip 
to the boardwalk, where the highlights were 
Northern Harrier and Acadian Flycatcher.

Overall, it was a great trip with fantastic 
participants. We ended up with a total of 158 
species over the 4 days we were in Northern 
Ohio.  Plans are already in the works for another 
field trip next summer.  Stay tuned to The 
Cardinal for updates!

photo by Rob Ripma
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Return Service Requested

	The	Cardinal
 3499 S. Bird Sanctuary Rd.
 Connersville, IN 47331

www.indianaaudubon.org

During the summer of 2010, you 
can gift a free youth membership to 
Indiana Audubon simply by renewing 
or becoming a new member to IAS! 
All new and renewing members get 
one free for a young birder of your 
choice!  Join or renew today and a 
special email will be sent to you to 
gift an IYBC membership to someone 
special. 

Once you, and that special youth 
become a member, be sure to check 
out all the online membership 
features!

For membership renewals, go to 
indianaaudubon.org

birdersyoung
indiana

INTRODUCE YOUTH TO INDIANA AUDUBON SOCIETY!
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