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Upcoming Events
Prairie Chicken Trip 

4/6/2012

Spring Birding Festival 
5/4-6/2012 1:30 AM

Kirtland’s Warbler Foray 
6/8-11/2012

North Dakota Trip 
6/9/2012 7:00 AM

Fall Birding Festival in  
Brown County State Park 

10/5-7/2012

 For information about 
Christmas counts and more, 
go to IndianaAudubon.org
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photo by Scott Arvin

Did you see it?



The Indiana Audubon Society has been a 
group that has drawn some outstanding 
leadership over its 100-plus years.  The results 
of that are clear when we look at what has 
been accomplished in setting up a statewide 
organization to promote avian study and 
appreciation as well as establishing and 
improving a gorgeous nature preserve and its 
facilities.  Over the past three years Amy Wilms 
has presided over IAS with talents, enthusiasm, 
sheer effort, and a heartfelt personal warmth 
that have been extraordinary.  Looking back to 
the day in January, 2009, when Amy assumed 
her role as president, we recall that membership 
was declining, finances were in tough shape, 
and the state and country were entering a time 
of substantial economic upheaval.  

Undaunted and perhaps focused by all that was 
happening, Amy called her first board meeting 
at Ft. Ben in Indianapolis with a refresher on 
Robert’s Rules.  Soon thereafter, she embarked 
upon one of her key initiatives, the expansion of 
the IAS website.  Established some years prior, 
it had grown to be a beautiful online resource 
for birding information.  Embracing what had 
been created for wide public access, Amy 
had the vision that IAS would use the web to 
enhance its exposure, grow membership, and 
receive payments and donations electronically.  

Ever kind and cogent, she convinced our 
roving webmaster, Dick Patterson, to revise the 
website to new software, allowing for less time 
spent on code and more on content.  Almost 
immediately IAS began to realize increased 
membership.  What’s more, she extended the 
advantage of modern electronics by reducing 
the printing and postal burdens that the society 
was bearing; yet, her personal touch through 
these changes was evident as she provided for 
paper copies where desired.  As the website 
work was advancing, other changes were 
taking place around the society.  Chad Williams’ 
young birders club was born with an eye 
toward building the future, and Amy was quick 
to appreciate its value, lending considerable 
support and encouragement to help get it off 
the ground.  Meanwhile, the spring festival 
program became the responsibility of the 
sanctuary committee, and Amy pounced 
on this, with speaker suggestions, activities 
for children, and special attention to the 
appearance of the grounds and buildings.  

Being a resident of Mary Gray, of course, has 
meant lots of work for Amy at the sanctuary 
with beautiful touches like native wildflowers 
along the walkways, monarch chrysalises on 
the porch, and her latest interest, bird banding.  
She even took on a brown recluse spider one 

day, another adventure in adversity to be 
overcome.  Her spider-induced hospital stay 
was a time to think of more ways to help out 
IAS, and another brilliant one has become 
reality.  The old propane furnaces at both Mary 
Gray residences were costing a small fortune 
each year, and Amy and Carl endeavored to do 
something about it.  Today, the residents enjoy 
a comfortable warmth provided by wood heat, 
and the sanctuary budget enjoys relief from the 
propane burden.

These are some of the many things that Amy 
has done to the great benefit of IAS and Mary 
Gray.  The society and its sanctuary in 2012 
are in as good a condition financially and 
interpersonally as they have been in for some 
time.  Rare is the person who achieves and 
accomplishes so much.  Even more uncommon 
is the leader who manages all these things 
with a ready smile and a hug, with unending 
patience to listen, with consideration for people 
from all walks of life, and with genuine care for 
the well being of those around her.  Indiana 
Audubon and Mary Gray have received a 
great gift in Amy.  She has been inspirational 
to so many of us, and we will remember her 
exemplary service for years to come.

Over the past three years Amy 
Wilms has presided over IAS with 
talents, enthusiasm, sheer effort, 
and a heartfelt personal warmth 
that have been extraordinary.

THANK YOU AMY



For more information go to www.indianayoungbirders.org 

Kirtland’s Warbler foray
June 8-11 (Fri.-Mon.)
Leader: Bill Murphy
Join us as we carpool to northcentral Michigan 
to explore the very limited breeding range of 
the endangered Kirtland’s Warbler.  Nesting only 
among jack pines of a certain age and wintering 
in the Bahamas, this warbler is one of the rarest 
birds in North America. Besides nesting Kirtland’s, 
Nashville, and Mourning Warblers we’ll observe 
about 130 other species. Targets will include 
Trumpeter Swan, Ruffed Grouse, Virginia Rail, 
Caspian Tern, Common Raven, Hermit Thrush, 
Bobolink, Upland Sandpiper, Clay-colored 
Sparrow, and Purple Finch.

We’ll explore Iosco and Alcona counties (Tuttle 
Marsh, Mio, Au Sable River valley, Oscoda, Tawas 
Point State Park), and Nayanquing Point. We’ll 
stay at the Days Inn in Tawas. This will be Bill 
Murphy’s third time leading this trip. He knows 
the area well, having covered nine breeding 
bird survey atlas blocks there a few years ago. 
Assisting in the northern areas will be Oscoda 
resident Peggy Ridgway, former Michigan 
Audubon president.

This jointly sponsored field-trip is free for those 
who are members of either IAS or AWBAS and 
for those individuals age 18 and under.  Non-
members will be charged $30.  Participants will 
be responsible for their own meals and motel. 

Dress for warm days with chilly mornings and 
evenings. Tawas Point can be especially cold and 
windy in early June. Limit 15 participants. For 
information contact Bill Murphy at billmurphy8@
sbcglobal.net or (317) 849-4868.

TenTaTive schedule:

day 1, Friday
Meet at the McDonalds in Fishers at 7:30 a.m. to 
carpool.
Continue on MI-23 north to Tawas/Oscoda
Check into Bay Inn/Crow’s Nest Motel in Tawas
Fast food dinner followed by evening birding at 
Tawas Point

First day timing:
Lv Fishers 7:30
Ft. Wayne 9:15
Lansing 11:00
Flint 12:00 (quick lunch stop)
Bay City 12:30
Tawas (75 mi.) 2:00 -- check into motel
Remainder of day at Tawas Point

day 2, saturday
Head to Pine River area for Kirtland’s and 
Nashville Warblers, Vesper and Clay-colored 
Sparrows
Birding back roads in Alcona County
Lunch at the Chat ‘N Chew in Glennie
Birding along the Au Sable River -- Iargo Springs, 
Foote Pond dam (Trumpeter Swans)
Birding at decomissioned Wurtsmith AFB/
Clark’s Marsh (Northern Harrier, Merlin, Upland 

Sandpiper, Sora, Least Flycatcher, Savannah 
Sparrow)
Dinner at Wiltse’s Brew Pub in Oscoda - private 
room c/o Peggy Ridgway

day 3, sunday
Tawas Point (migrant trap -- waterfowl, 
shorebirds, vireos, warblers, sparrows, orioles)
Tuttle Marsh and back roads in Alcona County 
(Sandhill Crane, Bobolink, possibly Black-backed 
Woodpecker) 
Dinner at Wiltse’s Brew Pub in Oscoda - private 
room c/o Peggy Ridgway

day 4, Monday
Drive south Nayanquing Point Birding Center 
near Piconing (Least Bittern, Virginia Rail, Sandhill 
Crane, Yellow-headed Blackbird)
Lunch and wrap-up in Linwood
Drive home

accommodation options
Bay Inn/Crow’s Nest, Tawas. (989) 362-0088, 
bayinntawas@yahoo.com $64.79 x 3 nights = 
$194.37. Includes breakfast.

AmericInn, just south of the U.S. 23 bridge in 
Oscoda near the Au Sable River mouth.  (989) 
739-1986. $111.49 x 3 nights = $334.47

Woodland Pines Resort, south of Oscoda on 
U.S. 23, has restaurant. (989) 739-2021.  www.
woodlandpinesresort.com. $88.99 x 3 nights = 
$242.97

Indiana Audubon Society Upcoming Field Trips, 2012

alan W. Bruner, Chair – Field Trip Committee   |   abbird@att.net, (765) 597-2459   |   cell phone  (765) 562-2741Join Us!

5/19/2012 8:00 AM-12:00 PM Birding for Migrants with Landon Newman! Eagle Creek Park, Indianapolis, IN

5/4-6/2012 Indiana Audubon Society Spring Festival Mary Gray Bird Sanctuary, Connersville, IN

5/26/2012 10:00 AM-4:00 PM It’s All About the Birds! Salamonie Reservoir, Andrews, IN

6/30/2012 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Turkey Vultures and Bio Blitz with Scarlett Arvin! Dr. Delano Arvin, M.D., Property, Lafayette IN

9/2/2012 10:00 AM-3:00 PM It’s All About the Birds! Interpretive Center, Dunes State Park, Chesterton, IN

9/8/2012 7:30 AM-12:00 PM Lakefront Birding with Landon Neumann! Lake Michigan Lakefront, Details TBA

10/5-7/2012   Indiana Audubon Society Fall Festival Brown County State Park, Nashville, IN

2012 Indiana Young Birder Field Trips

Bring your young birders to one of these incredible trips. It will be 
a great experience that they will remember for years to come.



On January 28, Indiana Audubon Society and 
Amos Butler Audubon Society came together 
to offer members an opportunity to learn about 
gull identification. This trip was the second half 
of our Gull Workshop, the first session had been 
held the previous weekend at Cool Creek Park. 
Our leaders were gull experts John Kendell and 
Amar Ayyash. The 30 participants had a great 

day in the field and many of them got lifers. 
Even though there were not all that many gulls 
around, we found a good diversity of species as 
well as some waterfowl. Our gull list for the day 
included, Ring-billed, Herring, Iceland, Thayer’s, 
Glaucous, and Great Black-backed.

One of the most interesting gulls of the day was 
an individual that was originally identified in the 

field as a Thayer’s Gull but the leaders decided 
after looking at photos that it was a “light-
backed” Herring Gull. 

Besides the gulls, participants were entertained 
by the waterfowl moving on the lake, the most 
numerous being Red-breasted Merganser.

Gull Workshop by Rob Ripma



The forecast for 4 February 2012 was for 100% 
chance of rain but Paul and Sarah Nahmias 
dared the skies to cut loose as they joined trip 
leader Alan Bruner for the 2012 IAS Eagle Field 
Trip.  So we began with quality in participation 
and hoped for quantity in bird observations 
along the flooded river bottoms of the Wabash 
River in Parke and Vermillion Counties.

As we waited at 7:30 a.m. at West Union 
covered bridge we were entertained by a pair 
of serenading Great Horned Owls.  At 7:45 the 
first of 14 Bald Eagles flew over, some flying 
overhead, on their way to the river.  By 8:10 
we headed down the tow-path road to check 
out the Russell bottoms where more than 100 
swans (about two-thirds Tundra and one-third 
Trumpeter), 1000+ Gr. White-fronted Geese, 
500 Canada Geese, and hundreds of Northen 
Pintail, many Mallards, Common Goldeneye, 
Bufflehead, Wood Ducks, and American Wigeon 
were noisily feeding.  A few Bald Eagles and 
Ring-billed Gulls sprinkled the skies and water 
surface and the wintering first-year Golden Eagle 
made a very brief appearance near the north 
end of the field.

Next stop- Howard bottoms, where there were 
few waterfowl, but more gulls and at least seven 
more soaring Bald Eagles.  The Golden Eagle 
made another brief appearance but quickly 
continued its trek northward.

We stopped at the eagle nest west of Lodi and 
then the south gatehouse at the Cayuga Power 
Plant where a pair of young Bald Eagles posed 
with Paul and Sarah for a photo.

We drove by the eagle nest southeast of the 
power plant to find one adult on the nest with 
its mate nearby and bringing in nest material.  In 
the adjacent flooded fields were hundreds more 
Gr. White-fronted Geese, 500 Snow Goose, and 
hundreds of ducks with four more Bald Eagles 
acting as sentinels.

Next up were the Pump-house Bottoms which 
were also full of waterfowl.  This assemblage 
consisted of 3000 Gr. White-fronted Geese, 1000 
Snow Geese, and 50 more Trumpeter Swans.  
Unfortunately the three wintering Whooping 
Cranes were not in view and the road to their 
corner was under water.

One last flooded bottom field north of 

Montezuma added another 141 swans plus 500 
Canada Geese and a smattering of Gr. White-
fronted Geese and hundreds of Mallards, not to 
mention another adult Bald Eagle.  We ended 
the trip where we began returning to the West 
Union bridge at 12:30 p.m.

In summary we went for quality in participation 
and got both quality and quantity in birds.    
Amazingly the rain was not a factor even though 
the dark foreboding skies made it difficult to 
identify distance birds.  

We ended the day with a total of 182 Trumpeter 
Swans, 142 Tundra Swans, 4500 Greater White-
fronted Geese, 1500 Snow Geese, 1000 Canada 
Geese (the minority goose!), and hundreds of 
ducks.  In addition we had a flock of about a 
dozen Wild Turkey, the Golden Eagle, and, oh 
yes, at least 40 encounters with Bald Eagles 
including three nests.

The moral of this story is: “Never let the 
weatherman keep you from attending a  
field trip!”

Alan W. Bruner 
Chair, IAS Field Trip Committee

IAS Eagle Field Trip – Quality And Quantity



The Song 
       of the Cardinal

By Terri Gorney

The Cardinal, sometimes called the “Redbird”, 
is known to most Hoosiers as Indiana’s state 

bird. Today it is a common sight in both 
urban and rural areas but this has not 

always been true. The Cardinal is not 
a native to Indiana; like the early 

settlers, they migrated here. 
There were originally 

from the southern 
United States.

In June of 1903, when Gene Stratton Porter’s book “The Song of 
the Cardinal” was published it was still a novelty to see the bird 
and it was not yet our state bird, that did not come until 1933. 
Gene named her book the “The Song of the Cardinal” as she 
thought the male bird a fine musician. She writes that she was 
a true lover of the bird. As a child, she found a Cardinal’s nest 
close to the front door of her home and was able to observe 
the nest for hours. 

Prior to the 1890s it was unusual to see one. Jane Hine, a 
female ornithologist from DeKalb County, reported seeing 
her first “wild” one in the spring of 1885. She was very excited 
and wrote about the encounter in her journal. The beautifully 
colored bird soon proved it was hearty enough to survive 
Indiana winters and no longer would fly south in the fall to 
warmer climates.

As Gene’s character Freckles soon discovered, the male Cardinal 
is different from the female. The male is a vibrant red and the 
female is brown with touches of red in her feathers. Both have 
bright orange beaks.  The young birds have dull brown beaks.

The Limberlost is a perfect nesting place for the Cardinals with 
its thickets of brambles, bushes and the low trees. The nest 
usually contains 2 to 4 eggs. The hatchlings leave the next in 
about 13 days.

The Cardinal, with its flash of red against the gray skies of 
winter, is our own ambassador of sunshine on a cold day. Gene 
summed up the Cardinal well, when she wrote, “not only are 
field and stream enriched by his summer music, but our winter 
woods during the gray days, in severe cold, resound with his 
cheery whistle, and oh, how we need every winter singer!”

Note: The Limberlost is in northern Jay County and southern 
Adams County. Gene Stratton Porter lived in Geneva for 24 
years and loved the Limberlost and wrote about it in her nature 
studies and her novels. The Limberlost was once 13,000 acres; 
1500 acres of it has been restored. It was all but gone when 
Ken Brunswick began trying to restore some of the old swamp 
in the 1990s. Gene’s home is now called the Limberlost State 
Historic Site and is open to the public for tours. Randy Lehman 
is the site manager.  



Books by Princeton University Press | nathist.press.princeton.edu

Cotingas and Manakins 
by Guy M. Kirwan & Graeme Green

• Covers more than 130 species 
of cotingas and manakins

• Features 34 color plates and 
about 400 color photos

• Includes detailed species accounts 
and distribution maps

• The must-have illustrated guide to 
these colorful and exotic birds

Petrels, Albatrosses & Storm-Petrels 
of North America by Steve Howell

• The first state-of-the-art photographic 
guide to these enigmatic seabirds

• Includes hundreds of full-
color photos throughout

• Features detailed species accounts 
that describe flight, plumage, 
distribution, and more

• Provides overviews of ocean habitats, 
taxonomy, and conservation

• Offers tips on how to observe 
and identify birds at sea

A Field Guide to the Birds of New Zealand 
by Julian Fitter and Don Merton

• 600+ color photographs feature 
more than 350 bird species 
with full descriptions

• Distribution maps and measurements
• Key information on national 

parks helps readers find the 
best spots for bird sightings

• Useful information on 
conservation efforts

• Guidelines on sensible behavior for 
encountering nature at its best

Birds of Melanesia: Bismarcks, Solomons, 
Vanuatu, and New Caledonia
by Guy Dutson. Illustrated by Richard Allen, 
Adam Bowley, John Cox & Tony Disley

• Covers all 501 species recorded in 
Melanesia, 204 of which are endemic

• Features 86 color plates that illustrate 
almost every species

• Provides detailed species accounts
• Includes distribution bars for all species 

except extreme vagrants

Birds of Aruba, Curaçao, and Bonaire
by Bart de Boer, Eric Newton & Robin Restall

• First-ever comprehensive field guide to 
the birds of the Lesser Antilles

• Complete coverage of the islands’ bird species, 
including residents, migrants, and vagrants

• Close to 1,000 illustrations on 71 color plates depicting 
every species and all major plumages and races

• Concise text on facing pages highlights key identification 
features, including voice, habitat, behavior, and status

  
Birds of India: Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Sri Lanka, and the Maldives (Second Edition) by 
Richard Grimmett, Carol Inskipp & Tim Inskipp

• The leading field guide to the birds of the Indian 
subcontinent--now thoroughly revised and improved

• 1,375 species illustrated and described, including 
all residents, migrants, and vagrants

• 226 color plates--including 73 new ones--depict every 
species and many distinct plumages and races

• Concise text and accurate distribution maps 
opposite plates for easy reference

• Includes newly identified 
speciesencountering nature at its best

below is the description from the from Princeton site

New Reading
It’s getting warmer and you need to 

start thinking about going outside and 

getting some lifers. Considering a trip 

out of the country or out to sea? Take a 

look at these new guides from Princeton 

University Press. They’ll get you pondering 

the possibilities. You know you want to.



Return Service Requested

 The Cardinal
 3499 S. Bird Sanctuary Rd.
 Connersville, IN 47331

www.indianaaudubon.org
Some of you may have been lucky enough to see the Hooded Crane as it 
stopped over at Goose Pond FWA. These were some of my photos as we 
joined in the crowds that gathered to hunt down this prized bird. I’m sorry 
they’re blurry but this was the norm for most people.

Below left: Landon Neuman, Ceth Williams, Scarlett, Severin and Cypress Arvin                   photos by Scott Arvin


