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The 2014 IAS fall festival was held 
October 3rd - 5th in Evansville, IN. The 
weekend started with a buzz as the 
president of the United States arrived 
at the Evansville airport - located a 
very short distance from the hotel - on 
Friday, October 3rd. Several attendees 
were able to get good views and some 
not-so-good photos of Air Force One 
and the huge military cargo plane (C-17 
I believe) that transports the president’s 
motorcade. 

 The festival officially began on 
Friday evening with a presentation 
about the American Kestrel by IAS 
Vice-President Jeff Canada. Lauren 
Preske from the Talon Trust, a raptor 
rescue and rehabilitation center 
located in Evansville, and her Kestrel 
Skylar assisted with the presentation. 
Saturday morning included two cold, 
but somewhat productive bird hikes 
led by local birders, Tim Griffith and 
Evan Speck. Sightings included several 
species of Warblers and at least one Bald 
Eagle. Author and wildlife expert Sharon 
Sorenson, 2014 young birder of the 
year Landon Neumann and local birder 
Dan Collins all gave fun and informative 
presentations on Saturday afternoon. 
Saturday concluded with a social hour 
hosted by Carl and Amy Wilms, followed 
by dinner and the keynote presentation 
by Dr. Michael Hutchins. Michael gave a 

very interesting and thought-provoking 
presentation about the controversial 
subject of wind energy and its effect on 
birds and other wildlife, particularly bats.

 The festival came to an end on Sunday 
as around 20 people attended a bird 
hike and museum tour at John James 
Audubon State Park, located just across 
the river from Evansville in Henderson, 
KY. The tour was led by local Audubon 
expert, Alan Gehret and was very fun 
and interesting. Special thanks to Carl 
& Amy Wilms, Scott Arvin, Sally Routh, 
Margaret Schwartz, Cyndi Canada 
and Brad Bumgardner for their help in 
making the 2014 IAS fall festival a great 
success!

 During the weekend, we were 
reminded that as 2014 comes to an 
end, so too will the term of current IAS 
President Brad Bumgardner. Brad has 
done a lot for IAS during his 3 years as 
president, including the introduction of 
the extremely popular Bird Town Indiana 
designation.  Brad has served IAS in 
many ways over the last 8+ years and 
his dedication to helping others shows 
in everything he does. Please help me 
in thanking Brad for his many years of 
dedication to IAS!

Jeff Canada

IAS Vice-President

IAS fall festival 2014; two presidents come and go



This past 2 years has witnessed several 
bridge projects.  Duke Energy, Boy Scouts, 
and sanctuary residents have all contributed 
to this cause.  However, the rains of June 
did not miss Mary Gray.  Several bridges 
were physically moved by these rain events.  
Adjustments were made to several bridges.  
Debris was cleared from over and under 
the decks to return them to usefulness.  But 
the southern bridge on the Creek Trail had 
been moved downstream  into the larger 
creek, and it needed to be replaced with an 
elevated deck that would encourage water 
to flow under the bridge more readily.  

Amy and I had given hammers, safety 
glasses, and nail aprons to our nephews 
last Christmas with the promise they could 
assemble a bridge this past summer.  The 
July 4th weekend was the time!  Preparing 

the bridge foundation was not a task to keep 
5 youngsters engaged.  Foundation work 
is slow and methodical and the kids would 
not want to wait for the concrete to set.  So I 
prepared the base of the bridge so it would 
be ready for their assembly of the deck.  This 
first part of the project took a bit less than 
6 hours (measuring the span to be covered, 
design the foundation, inventorying supplies, 
trip to town to purchase additional lumber, 
cut lumber, haul materials to site, and install 
the foundation).  The gang practiced their 
hammering skills (some were novices) on 
July 5th to complete the bridge. Happily, 
no fingernails were hammered that day!

Mary Gray has a few bridges needing 
replacing in the coming months.  While 
used telephone poles have been used in 
the past, Duke Energy now has these under 
contract for disposal/recycling.  The prices 
of new telephone poles are prohibitively 
costly (~$1000).  We will be engineering 
alternative materials to build our bridge 
spans in order to keep to the budget.  All 
this means that your Sanctuary is very 
grateful for your generous donations to 
keep Mary Gray functioning and open.  

Bridge Building on the Trails by  Carl Wilms

the #2 residence at Mary Gray had a new septic system installed this summer



IN MEMORY:  DR. HENRY TAMAR
by Alan Bruner

Dr.  Henry Tamar, 84, of West Terre Haute, passed away 
on 9 September 2014 following a distinguished career 
and vibrant life.  He was born in Vienna, Austria and 
immigrated to the United States in 1939.  He married 
his wife Margaret in 1955 and recently celebrated 
their 59th wedding anniversary.  He earned a Ph.D. 
in Sensory Physiology from Florida State University 
and was the head of the Division of Science and 
Mathematics at Pembroke State College in Pembroke, 
N.C., 1958-1962.  He relocated to Terre Haute to 
accept a teaching position at Indiana State University 
where he was Professor of Physiology and Anatomy 
with many graduating students in medicine and 
nursing.  He taught there for 36 years where, through 
years of diligent research, he made seven major 
discoveries in microbiology, including the one-cell 
organism Haltera bifacarta tamar in 1968.  He also 
wrote the book, Principles of Sensory Physiology in 
1972.  He and Margaret raised three fine boys Earl, 
Allen, and Mark, and enjoyed five grandchildren.  He 
was a  long-time member of Central Presbyterian 
Church in Terre Haute and Wabash Valley 
Audubon Society where he was past president.

These are the bare facts, but those who knew 
Henry personally and had a chance to spend time 
with him and Margaret, truly know how much he 
will be missed and what his true worth was.  It is 
sad that many of our younger members will not 
have an opportunity to know Henry.  Margaret 
and Henry were long-time supporters of Indiana 
Audubon, attending many meetings at Mary 
Gray and were fixtures on all major field trips 
sponsored by IAS in the 1990’s through 2012.

In spite of all of his accomplishments as a professor, 
father, and husband, he will be mostly remembered 
by IAS as simply a great person.  Someone who was 
always pleasant, polite, and always more concerned 
about what you had done than about what he had 
done.  Chivalry was not dead when Henry was around 
as his care and concern for Margaret exemplified the 
way spouses were to be treated.  This extended to 
others as he was always opening doors, pulling out 
chairs, etc. for field trip participants.  No matter how 
tired we were Henry always offered to help the trip 
leaders unload and fuel the vehicles, or do whatever 
needed to be done.  You were always assured to have 
a clean windshield with Margaret and Henry around.

I always tried to arrange to have Margaret and 
Henry ride with me on field trips.  They were 
great companions and always made the trips 
enjoyable regardless of how good the birding 
was.  Henry was at my side when two of the most 
notable sightings ever on Indiana Audubon 
field trips occurred.  In January 1998, he, Eugene 
Muench, and I almost simultaneously spotted 
Indiana’s second ever Mountain Bluebird at 
Fairfax St. Rec. Area at Lake Monroe.  And in 
May of 2002, he was part of Ohio birding history 
when IAS field trip participants discovered 
Ohio’s first ever Garganey near Crane Creek.

Never did I see Henry lash out in anger, even 
though he could get upset.  When he seriously 
disagreed with you he had a way of letting you 
know with kind words that made you want to 
agree with him even though you were right.  And 
when you were wrong you never felt judged. 

He was such a pleasure to be around and he had 
such a thirst to learn.  I don’t think it took much to 
entertain Henry and he was interested in almost 
anything present in nature.  He often contributed 
articles and photos for the IAS Quarterly which 
dealt with bird behavior that got his inquisitive 
juices rolling.  He often discussed his observations 
with me with an infectious enthusiasm.

But I wasn’t always thrilled with this enthusiasm.  
My first memory of Henry was when I was an 
undergraduate student at Indiana State University.  
Seminars were offered on special topics dealing 

with my Life Science major and extra credits were 
to be had.  Some topics were interesting, but most 
were tolerated for the credits.  Often the only thing 
myself and other students were interested in was 
getting through the seminar and getting out of the 
classroom.   But there was always an opportunity 
to ask questions and Henry was there!  It was not 
unusual for us to be there an extra half-hour or 
more as Henry’s search for knowledge led him to 
ask question after question.  And we couldn’t leave 
early without jeopardizing our extra credit!  But 
even then I could tell how genuine he was in his 
love for learning and came to admire him for it.

Henry had a great sense of humor as well.  He and 
my wife, Jacki, could not resist trading “bad” jokes 
whenever they were together.  And he often took 
things in stride even when things were not going 
well.  Jacki and I were able to visit him when he was 
struggling with his pancreatic cancer and came 
away uplifted due to his positive attitude.  For him 
it was what it was and he had had a rich life.

Yes, Henry was quite accomplished in his professional 
field, a loving considerate husband, a wonderful 
father and grandfather, and a great friend to all, 
especially to those who knew him well.  But perhaps 
he could best be described as a great human being 
the likes of which are sorely missing in today’s 
birding community and society in general.

I for one feel extremely fortunate to 
have had his influence in my life.

Fall Birds at MGBS by Carl Wilms

On September 21st, Amy and I finished our early 
morning coffee, grabbed our binos, and went out 
into the sunshine to see who was visiting Mary Gray.  
We stopped 30 feet from our backdoor and didn’t 
move from there for about 30 minutes.  The migrants 
were busily feeding and ignoring us.  Black-throated 
Green, Black and White, Pine, Magnolia, Tennessee, 
and Blackpoll warblers were clearly visible as well 
as the American Redstart.  Cedar waxwings were 

seen and heard feeding in the large cherry tree next 
to the large shelter.  A red-headed woodpecker 
was negotiating an acorn above the parking lot.

A birder from Arkansas stopped by the next 
day.  He was on his way to Maine and maintains 
life lists for every state in the nation.  We chatted 
and birded a bit together before I returned to 
sanctuary chores.  He stopped me on his way 
out and mentioned that he had added seven 
birds to his Indiana list and that he was certain 
he would stop by on his way back to Arkansas.



Books from Princeton University Press  press.princeton.edu/birds/   Below is the description from Princeton University Press

Birds of New Guinea: Second Edition
Thane K. Pratt & Bruce M. Beehler
Illustrated by John C. Anderton & Szabolcs Kókay

This is the completely revised edition of the essential field guide to the 
birds of New Guinea. The world’s largest tropical island, New Guinea 
boasts a spectacular avifauna characterized by cassowaries, megapodes, 
pigeons, parrots, cuckoos, kingfishers, and owlet-nightjars, as well as an 
exceptionally diverse assemblage of songbirds such as the iconic birds 
of paradise and bowerbirds. Birds of New Guinea is the only guide to 
cover all 780 bird species reported in the area, including 366 endemics. 
Expanding its coverage with 111 vibrant color plates—twice as many as the 
first edition—and the addition of 635 range maps, the book also contains 
updated species accounts with new information about identification, voice, 
habits, and range. A must-have for everyone from ecotourists to field 
researchers, Birds of New Guinea remains an indispensable guide to the 
diverse birds of this remarkable region.

• 780 bird species, including 366 found nowhere else
• 111 stunning color plates, twice the number of the first edition
• Expanded and updated species accounts provide details 

on identification, voice, habits, and range
• 635 range maps
• Revised classification of birds reflects the latest research

The Bee: A Natural History
Noah Wilson-Rich
With contributions from Kelly Allin, Norman Carreck & Andrea Quigley
Bees pollinate more than 130 fruit, vegetable, and seed crops that we rely on to survive. Bees 
are crucial to the reproduction and diversity of flowering plants, and the economic contributions 
of these irreplaceable insects measure in the tens of billions of dollars each year. Yet bees are 
dying at an alarming rate, threatening food supplies and ecosystems around the world. In this 
richly illustrated natural history of the bee, Noah Wilson-Rich and his team of bee experts 
provide a window into the vitally important role that bees play in the life of our planet.

Earth is home to more than 20,000 bee species, from fluorescent-colored orchid bees and sweat bees 
to flower-nesting squash bees and leaf-cutter bees. This book takes an incomparable look at this 
astounding diversity, blending an engaging narrative with practical, hands-on discussions of such topics 
as beekeeping and bee health. It explores our relationship with the bee over evolutionary time, delving 
into how it came to be, where it stands today, and what the future holds for humanity and bees alike.

• Provides an accessible, illustrated look at the human–bee relationship over time
• Features a section on beekeeping and handy go-to guides to the identification, prevention, and treatment of honey bee diseases
• Covers bee evolution, ecology, genetics, and physiology
• Includes a directory of notable bee species
• Presents a holistic approach to bee health, including organic and integrated pest management techniques
• Shows what you can do to help bee populations

“Birds of New Guinea is an amazing collection of some of birdings 
most prized finds. It is beautiful, well organized, and the artwork is 
fantastic. The real bonus is the wealth of information found in the 
Species Accounts section.”  • • • • • • • • • • • Scott Arvin, Cardinal Editor

“Since I am a graphic designer by trade I was struck with the wonderful, simple design and feel of this book. It has everything you 
could ever want to know about the honeybee and its relatives.” • • • • • • • • • • • Scott Arvin, Cardinal Editor



Michigan Osprey Project by Carl Wilms

Check out michiganosprey.org to see how backpack transmitters are being 
used to study the migration of osprey.  These hatch-year birds are amazing.  
Non-stop forty hour legs take the birds across the Gulf of Mexico!!!

Tigers are on the prowl at Mary Gray by Carl Wilms

The Tigers are an AP biology class from Lawenceburg HS. Ryan and 
Dawn lead them on this outing.

Birding adventures at Eagle Slough by Dave Fox

Tim Griffith, pointing out a gaggle of warblers. There were Bay 
Breasted, Cape May, Magnolia, an American Redstart and others, all in 
one little patch of sunshine.


