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Upcoming Events
•  MGBS Butterfly Count  

July 26, 10:00 AM 
•  Big Oaks Field Trip  

July 26
•  2nd Annual IYBC Conference 

August 23, 8:00 AM
•  Fall Festival, Clarion Inn & 

Conference Center, Evansville 
October 3 - 5

Blue-winged Warbler photo by Scott Arvin



Friday, October 3rd

5pm – 8pm: Festival Registration

7:30pm – 8:30pm: “Population decline of 
the American Kestrel” 
Join IAS Vice-President Jeff Canada for a 
presentation about the population decline 
of the smallest Falcon in North America, 
the American Kestrel. Jeff will discuss a 
project that everyone can participate in 
called the “American Kestrel Partnership”. 
The purpose of this project is to help 
Scientists gather data as they attempt 
to discover why the American Kestrel 
population is in decline in North America.

*There will be a live American 
Kestrel at the presentation

Saturday, October 4th

7am – 11am: Wesselman Woods/Eagle 
Slough/Howell Wetlands 
Join Tim Griffith for a hike through some of 
the local Birding hotspots in search of Fall 
Migrants and other local birds of interest. Tim 
leads weekly hikes at one or more of these 
locations and knows these properties well. Tim 
will decide which properties to bird according 
to recent sightings and the group will visit as 
many of the locations as time allows. These 
properties each have different habitats and 
should allow for a nice variety of birds!

7am - 11am: Somerville Mine & Columbia 
Mine areas 
Join Evan Speck for a birding tour of some 
of the local mining areas. Evan is a local 
resident and birds these areas on a regular 
basis. These properties cover a very large 
area and attract a wide variety of birds, 
including many Raptors. Somerville mine 
was host to a Ferruginous Hawk - a raptor 
normally found in the open country of 
Western North America - this past winter. 

12:00pm - 1:30pm Lunch on your own

12:00pm - 1:00pm IAS Board 
Meeting (open to all members)

1:30pm - 2:15pm Landon  
Neumann’s Big Year 
Join IN Young Birders Club member Landon 
Neumann as he discusses his record-setting 
2013 Cass County Big Year. Landon found 16 
new county records during the year according 
to Ken Brock’s database. Some of the 
highlights included Red-necked Phalarope, 
Barn Owl, Red Crossbill, and Spotted Towhee. 
220 species in one year is now the highest 
year total for any birder ever for Cass Co.

2:30pm - 3:15pm “Birdscaping” with 
Sharon Sorensen* 
Join local author and wildlife expert Sharon 
Sorensen as she shares a few of her secrets 
about how you can make your property more 
“bird friendly”. “Birdscaping” is an up-and-
coming term used to describe landscaping 
for birds. Attracting birds to the yard goes 
way beyond feeders and feed. Since birds 
depend entirely on the vegetation around 
them for food, shelter, nest sites, and 
nesting materials, birdscaping makes all the 
difference. Learn what you can do in your 
own yard--large or small--to draw ‘em in.

*Sharon will have copies of her book “Birds 
in the yard month by month” for sale

3:30 - 4:15pm “Birding by time  
of year” with Dan Collins 
Local birder Dan Collins will discuss some of 
the hard-to-find species of birds that visit the 
Evansville and surrounding areas at different 
times of the year. South West Indiana is 
host to a large variety of birds throughout 
the year and Dan will share some of the 
more elusive species that can be seen in the 
area at different times of the year. Dan has 
extensive knowledge of the area and will 
share some of the local hotspots as well.

Indiana Audubon Society 
Fall Festival October 3-5

Schedule of events (all times are local, Central time) (All programs 
will be held in the Terrace Room next to the indoor pool)

Clarion Inn & Conference Center, 4101 US Hwy 41 North Evansville, IN 47711
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6:00pm - 9:00pm Dinner & Keynote 
presentation > 
Kirby’s Fine Dining, 1119 Parrett St., 
Evansville, IN 47713 
Keynote Speaker: Michael Hutchins, Ph.D., 
National Coordinator, Bird Smart Wind Energy 
Campaign, American Bird Conservancy

Wind Energy Development and 
Birds: Are They Compatible?

Wind energy, along with solar energy, 
have become the darlings of the so-called 
“green” revolution. Renewable energy, 
including wind, is touted as the solution 
to anthropogenic climate change, a major 
emerging threat to wildlife conservation. 
But, is wind energy truly the savior that it is 

made out to be? Does it deserve its green 
reputation? Michael will review the current 
status of wind energy development in the 
United States and will also review its record, 
particularly with regard to its impact on 
native bird and bat populations. In addition, 
Michael will fully explain the American Bird 
Conservancy’s (ABC’s) policy on wind energy 
development, as well as its justification. The 
example of Camp Perry, OH will be given 
to illustrate the weaknesses of the current 
voluntary permitting system for wind energy 
projects. Lastly, Michael will provide a brief 
overview of where ABC believes wind energy 
development needs to go in the future.

Sunday, October 5th

7am - 11am: Wesselman Woods/Eagle 
Slough/Howell Wetlands 
Join Tim Griffith for a hike through some of 
the local Birding hotspots in search of Fall 
Migrants and other local birds of interest. Tim 
leads weekly hikes at one or more of these 
locations and knows these properties well. Tim 
will decide which properties to bird according 
to recent sightings and the group will visit as 
many of the locations as time allows. These 
properties each have different habitats and 
should allow for a nice variety of birds!

7:00am - 12:00pm: John James Audubon 
State Park (KY) 
IAS Board member Chuck Mills has arranged 
for us to get a tour of the J.J.A.S.P. museum 
as well as a bird hike led by a park guide. 
The museum interprets Audubon’s life 
through his art and personal memorabilia, 
framed within a timeline of world events. 
This should be a very interesting tour!

We look forward to seeing you at 
the IAS Spring Festival at Mary Gray 
Bird Sanctuary in May 2015!

Jeff Canada, IAS Vice President
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Books from Princeton University Press  press.princeton.edu/birds/   Below is the description from Princeton University Press

Beetles of Eastern  
North America
Arthur V. Evans

Beetles of Eastern North America is a 
landmark book--the most comprehensive 
full-color guide to the remarkably diverse 
and beautiful beetles of the United States 
and Canada east of the Mississippi River. It 
is the first color-illustrated guide to cover 
1,406 species in all 115 families that occur 
in the region--and the first new in-depth 
guide to the region in more than forty years. 
Lavishly illustrated with over 1,500 stunning 
color images by some of the best insect 
photographers in North America, the book 

features an engaging and authoritative text by noted beetle expert Arthur Evans.

Extensive introductory sections provide essential information on beetle anatomy, 
reproduction, development, natural history, behavior, and conservation. Also 
included are tips on where and when to find beetles; how to photograph, 
collect, and rear beetles; and how to contribute to research. Each family and 
species account presents concise and easy-to-understand information on 
identification, natural history, collecting, and geographic range. Organized 
by family, the book also includes an illustrated key to the most common 
beetle families, with 31 drawings that aid identification, and features current 
information on distribution, biology, and taxonomy not found in other guides.

An unmatched guide to the rich variety of eastern North American beetles, 
this is an essential book for amateur naturalists, nature photographers, insect 
enthusiasts, students, and professional entomologists and other biologists.

• Provides the only comprehensive, authoritative, and 
accessible full-color treatment of the region’s beetles

• Covers 1,406 species in all 115 families east of the Mississippi River

• Features more than 1,500 stunning color images from top photographers

• Presents concise information on identification, natural history, 
collecting, and geographic range for each species and family

• Includes an illustrated key to the most common beetle families

Wildlife of the 
Caribbean
Herbert A. Raffaele & 
James W. Wiley

This is the first comprehensive 
illustrated guide to the natural 
world of the Caribbean islands. It 
contains 600 vivid color images 
featuring 451 species of plants, 
birds, mammals, fish, seashells, 
and much more. While the guide 
primarily looks at the most 
conspicuous and widespread species 
among the islands, it also includes 
rarely seen creatures--such as 
the Rhinoceros Iguana and Cuban 
Solenodon--giving readers a special 
sense of the region’s diverse wildlife.

Each species is represented by one or more color photos or 
illustrations; details regarding its identification, status, and 
distribution; and interesting aspects of its life history or 
relationship to humans. In addition, an introductory section 
focuses on the unique characteristics of the Caribbean’s fauna 
and flora, the threats faced by both, and some of the steps being 
taken to sustain the area’s extraordinary natural heritage.

Wildlife of the Caribbean is the essential field guide for learning 
about the living wonders in this area of the world.

• The only guide of its kind for the Caribbean islands

• 600 detailed color images feature 451 amazing species

• Straightforward descriptions suitable for general audience

• Compact size makes the guide easy to carry

Saturday, July 26, 2014 (UTC-05:00) 
Eastern Time (US & Canada)

Indiana’s largest National Wildlife Refuge 
and one of the largest refuges east of the 
Mississippi, Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge 
encompasses 50,000 acres in Ripley, Jefferson 
and Jennings counties. More than 200 
species of birds and 46 species of mammals 
are found on the refuge. Grassland species 
are a refuge specialty with over 500 pairs of 
Henslow’s sparrows nesting on the property. 
Big Oaks has been designated as a Globally 
Important Bird Area based on its importance 
to migratory and nesting birds. This tour will 
provide access to areas of the refuge not 
usually open to the public.

Our final stop will be at Capability Farm, 
a 400 acre private preserve developed in 
cooperation with the U.S. Conservation 
Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources. The property features grasslands, 
a wetland, forests and open water. Located 
near Versailles in Ripley County, Capability 
Farm has a property last of over 200 species. 
Among other species, expect to see northern 
bobwhite, dickcissel, grasshopper and 
Henslow’s sparrows and blue grosbeak.

Pack a lunch and plan to join us as we visit 
two of southeastern Indiana’s best birding 
locations.

Where to Meet 
The main entrance to the refuge is on U.S. 
Highway 421 five miles north of Madison, 
Indiana.  We will meet at the gatehouse at 
main entrance of the former Jefferson Proving 
Ground at 8 AM EDT and caravan from there 
to brief safety training before the birding fun 
begins. Directions to Big Oaks. 

When to Meet, 8 AM EDT.

See you soon!

Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge

A little large for carrying around in the field, Beetles of Eastern North 
America is still a must have for any insect enthusiast. This guide 
features a huge amount of information with easy to use photos and ID 
information. It’s a great reference for anyone with an interest in beetles. 

Scott Arvin, Cardinal Editor

Wildlife of the Caribbean is an excellent general reference 
for the West Indies. From plants, mammals, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, fish, insects, and marine life, this book houses 
a wealth of detailed information. I can’t stop picking it up to 
browse through my potential future sightings.

Scott Arvin, Cardinal Editor

by Ryan Slack, IAS Field Trip Chair



After a couple years’ hiatus, Indiana 
Audubon once again returned to 
the edge of the north woods to 
seek out one of the rarest birds in 
North America.  With fewer than 
2,000 singing males, the entire 
population of Kirtland’s Warblers 
could fit in a couple of bushel 
baskets.  On June 13-15, 2014, IAS 
President, Brad Bumgardner, led 
ten birders to experience their first 
Kirtland’s Warbler (or at very least 
only a short number previously 
seen!).  The weekend was both 
gorgeous and serene.  Though 
only a few hours’ drive north out 
of Indiana, the landscape and flora 
quickly blend with the northern 
hardwoods of maples and oaks to 
almost pure pine, hemlock, and 
balsam fir.  Here, many northern 
birds we seek out in migration 
are now singing on territory, with 
females sitting on eggs.  Nearly 
constant are sounds of Hermit 
Thrushes, Nashville Warblers, and 

Common Ravens flying overhead.

Our group gathered early Saturday 
for a private tour of the warbler 
breeding ground by famed SW 
Michigan young birder Alison Vilag.  
Now grown up and employed 
by our neighboring Michigan 
Audubon Society, Alison was well 
versed in the birds, knew where 
the most cooperative warblers 
were, and showed genuine 
interest in helping all members 
view the birds.  View the birds 
we certainly did.  During the first 
few hours, a total of 14 warblers 
were seen.  Afterwards Alison 
gave hints at where other target 
species could be found.  Within 
twenty minutes the group was off 
on our own touring more warbler 
management areas.  Here on our 
own, we would continue hearing 
more Kirtland’s Warblers.  Yellow-
rumped Warblers, Dark-eyed 
Juncos, and Clay-colored Sparrows 
could be heard just in the distance.  

Ruffed Grouse tracks would be in 
the sandy road beneath our feet, 
as well as a bonus Smooth Green 
Snake, a lucky find anywhere in 
the region!  Before the morning 
was through we had logged 
nearly 30 Kirtland’s Warblers.  
Certainly an IAS trip high!

The afternoon brought more 
specialty birds.  Hartwick 
Pines State Park, the largest in 
Michigan’s Lower Peninsula 
treated us to stellar looks at 
northern feeder birds, such 
as Red-breasted Nuthatches, 
Evening Grosbeaks, and Purple 
Finches.  The old growth trail 
produced many breeding 
warblers, such as Black-throated 
Green, Blackburnian, Pine, and 
Black-and White Warbler.  Other 
bonuses included Blue-headed 
Vireo, kinglets, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks, and pink ladyslippers.

Those that remained on Sunday 
had the opportunity to tour 
some great wetland bird sites 
in the Houghton Lake area.  
The restored wetland flats and 
boardwalk areas host many great 
breeding birds.  The area is known 
for one of the highest density 
breeding Osprey in the region, 
including 60+ pairs just around 
the lake.  Under these nesting 
platforms, Sandhill Cranes could 
be found.  Breeding plumaged 
Black Terns zipped by and Virginia 
Rails could be heard grunting.  
(A few witnessed the nighttime 
winnowing of snipe too!)

The group enjoyed a great 
weekend and if you couldn’t make 
it, you surely missed out!  Most 
target species were found, but the 
bonuses made up for the misses.  
70 species were seen in two quick 
days.  We hope you can join us on 
our next trip to the north woods!

Kirtland’s Warbler Trip

photo by Alison Vilag photo by Laura Sexon

Register online at www.indianayoungbirders.org.  For more information contact iybc@indianayoungbirders.org.

• Early morning birding!

• Youth presentations!

• Fledgling Activity Corner!

• Catered Lunch 

• Birding activities and 
so much more!

Adults (19 and up) - $20
Young Birders (9-18) - $10
Fledglings (8 and under) - FREE

Young Birder 

Presentations
!
Young Birder 

of the Year!

Raffle Giveaways!

Birders Conference

AuGust 23
Join us for the second

annual Indiana Y
oung

by Brad Bumgardner, IAS President


